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Yet another year nearly gone and yet another appeal for
subscriptions! Please send YOurAsubscription - held at &2
for yet another year - to Pefér'Hodge; 8 Rarvard Road,
Ringnmer, East Sussex, BNS8 5HJ. Cheques should be made
payable to "The Coleopterist'é ﬁewSletter" - Thank you
and thank you for your support during 1988, ‘ J.C.

During 1988 I have nade a number of records of Parabathyscia
wollastoni (Jans.) and offer the following notes. The species
is evidently adapted to a.subterranean existence, feeding on
decaying plant tissue in the ground, often in company with
Rhizophagus perforatus Er. Small numbers have been found in
deocaying potato tubers, decaying'turnips, and by clear
preference, up to 14 together, at the bulbs of onions infected
by White.Rot (Sclerotium .cepivorun Berk,). Atheta amicula (Stph.)
A, triangﬁlum_(xf.), and A,xanthopus (Th.,) often share this
niche, . P.,Whitehead, - 'Moor Leys', Little
Comberton, Pershore, ‘orcs.

Trox scaber (L.) one understands is frequently a bird-nest
species, Within 24hrs of stackiﬁg a pile of dry dead wallflower
stems on 19,v.1988, I isolated two scaber in it, and much later
more in a compost pile. Despite efforts to nake the pile even
nore acceptable -~ by hand-crafting a stork nest look-alike - I
failed to find others. P,¥.Whitehead,




KEYS FOR THE IDENTIFICATION OF POLISH INSECTS: This series
continues with the publication in 1986 of volume 48/49
Parnidae, Limniidae, Psephenidae; 59 Colydiidae,
Bothrideridae, Cerylidae, Anomnatidae; and in 1987 volume
84 [Meloidae,

As with other volumes in the series each starts with
introductory pages covering olassification, anatomy and
biology. Next a cheok list, followed by the identification
tables and information relating to individual species,

Bach volume is very well illustrated and ends with a
biograyhy and full index, In all not disginilar to our
own Royal Enténological Soeiety Mandbools,

“To the British €oleopterist the main interest in
these books nust lie in the- text figures. The Polish
language, to me as a poor linguist, looks very foreign
indeed, but as with all languages ought not to present
insurnountable barriers to the serious student, especially
anyone with an interest in languages; the entomological
vocabulary ig after all rather restrieted,

Thege and other parts in print can be purchased
from ARS POLONA, 00 -~ 068 ‘arszawa, Krakowskie Przedmieseie 7,
Krakowskie Przedmiescie 7, Poland. However, the ordering
process through official avenues can take a considerable
tine, The official price of the Keys varies between ZFUS
1 - 4 depending upon the nunber of pages, Anyone intending
to purchase 1g advised first to write to Prof, Harek Wanat,
Wroclaw University, 7ladyslaw Rydzewski, Mugseun of Natural
History, Siemnkiewicza 21, 50 -~ 335 Wroclaw, Poland. He 1s
prepared to purchase and despatch 'unoffiocially!' (but quite
legally) and so cut out burocratic delay (whioh ocan be up

to six months!).



Volume 48/49 Pzrnidae, Limniidae, Psephenidze, by

Witold W. Wiezlak. 67 pages, 121 text f{igures.

It will probably strike the student of Coleoptera
that the old family names Parnidae and Limniidae have
been retained, and without a know%edge of the Polish
language, the reviewer is at a 1lcss to explain this.

It might reflect a degree of scientific isolation

brought about by domestic circumstances as well as
political at present operating in Poland. The Heteroceridae
will be dealt with in volume 47, but the Limniochidae,
following similar non-modern practice are included in
volume 5C Byrrhidae.

As mentioned eerlier, the +text figures will be of
great value to the student of British Coleoptera. Several
are taken from publisked work by Olmi, but there are
plerty of original drawings, especizlly of genitalia of
species of Dryops and these ought to help in determining

species in this difficult genus.

Volume 59 Colydiidae, Bothrideridae, Cerylidae, Anommatidae,

by Ioleslaw Burakowski eand OStanislaw Slipinski. 86 pages,

17C text figures.

Cnce again an unfamiliar classification with the
Cerylidae and Anommatidae raised +to family status and
associated with +the Colydiidae; Bothrideridae too has
beern raised to family 1level. I%f is thus essentially
the Colydiidae of many authors, Freude Harde and Lohse
for example.

Alas, these hbeetles are poorly represented in Britain
the bulk being inhabitants of ancient forest (it is
interesting to see how many times 'Bialowiaskiei" occurs

in the distributional data). The original drawings of



the genitalia of the species of Cerylon, as well as

the habitus figures will be of use, often the genus

gives problems.

Volume R84 Meloidae, by Zdzislawa Stebnicka.

eloi
34 pages, T5 text figures.

With such 2a 1limited fauna as we have 1in Britain,
this wvolume will be of 1little interest +to the British
Coleopterist, The species are rarely found, apar*t from

Meloe wviolaceus and proscarabaeus and generally present

no problems as to their correct determination.

or anyone ccllecting in Zastern Hurope it will be of

'y

considerable help.
J.C.

OBSERVATIONS N SOME  STAPHYLINIDAE Armed only with
r

1

Jov'! and a desire tc make beetles conform to their
expected identity +the aspiring Coleopterist must expect
many (human !) pit-falls.
In Ceptember 1986 I took a Philonthus in flight

broadway, Worcestershirs (a sits now with 14 species
of Histerid racorded) which I eventually placed in a
suspence &ccount,' Recently Mr.A,d.allen and Mr.H.H.Last

ined this GbLeetle, and &agreed from scruting of the
aedezgus that it wae P, debilic (Gr.). It is a large
robust example and to all practica purposes 1is entirely
black (except for the front tarsi). Additionally, the elytra
are atypically diffusely punctured, as is the =scutellum,

veriztions, so I am advised, that ‘'"ecne has to =accept.”



In Apriil of’thié year.togétherjﬁiﬁﬁ’nore tyﬁk%%itéyﬁmdléﬁiJ
of the gspecies at .the "lte,.I took an example of P,debilis
with dull dark red elytra ‘end a domewhat reddish abdomen,"
-the;'ab coloratus Tott. In Worcestershlre there is a
striklng tendeacy amongst the gehus Carpellmus to produce
déep rust-red colour forns- which occur in,at. least
populatlons of elongatulus, gracilis (u.l ) and’ zealandlcus.
Mr Allen has ‘also been so klnd as to receive froq ne clear
red Calodera frorthroestershlre ‘which he has de01ded
cannot be regarded ag’ dlstlnct froj aethlogs (Gr ).

Ouedlus nemcralls Baudl is. an enlgmatlc tuxon. Atty
(Coleoptera of Gloucestershlre) records it as a dominantly
haystacL spe01es. I know only two. further records - 1x 1986
in a compas st hean (Wores ) and' v31988 under a mat of

Alyssum 1n v1rtLa1 total dryness apalnét a. house Wall
' ' B Ubltehuad

(Since writing the abdve;_PauL'reports further éxamples
made during 1988 in dry 1lignified plant .remains. J.C.)e

ADDITIONS TO THE GLOUCESTERSHIRE LIST: 1In the five years
since the publication of "Cbleoptera of . Gloucestershire";
sone 4G gpecies have been added to the 2049 listed therein,
thanks nainly to the efforts of Xeith’ Alexander, Tan Carter,
John Owen angd Paul “Thitehead; the few species without
initials in the following list are my own records.

Harpalus puncticollis Pk. 19, Rodborough Common, 3?;v.§5
o A

Hydroporusg ferrugineus Stph. 1 in'spring, Longhope, 1,1iii, 64
: = - (R.B.Angus)

Cercyon marinus Thoms., Bishops Cleve, 1il,vi,87 (PrwW)




. Abraeus granulum Er. 1 under bark of fel;ed oak,; Sherborne
Estate, 29.v.85 (K.MiA.)

' Aeletes atomarius Horn, 1 in rotten ash, Lydney DBeer Parl,
14.vi.87 (KNA&)

Plegaderuo vulneratus Pz, In oak bark  Cflchley Jill
l4,viii,.85; Whltcllff Park,17. v111 35
(18C)

Ptenldlum greasnerl Er. Under rotten beech log, Criockley
Hill, 14.viii.85 (1sC).

P. intermedium Yank, 1 in pond-91d0 refuse, Sandhurst,
V111 83 (JAO) : '

Ptinella antera G-I Abundant ‘ander bark of deoiduous 1logs,
© - Chepstow,:17.xi.87 . (PFW)

Hanalarea pygmaea Pk.. ~rIn ditch lltter, ﬂasfield ;am;
. . 171v11 , 85 (IS ) .

Nanda mandibularls Gyll Evenlng owceplng, Hasfield Ham,

L 3 _ 30 v1 85 (ISC) _ . -
Carpellmus vealandicue oh&rp Bishopns Cleve 11,vi,87 (®FW)
Autalia longicornis Schpz. Several inm fungi, Camnop, x.82 (JAD)
Dochmoneta clancula  Eri Several 'in. pond refuse, Sandhurst,

' | viii.83 (JA0)

Dacrila dirficilis Bris. and D,vilis Er. Several of each in
pond refuse, sandhurst, viii.83 (JAQ)

Atheta harwoodi illiams 1 on path under lcaves,
Cheltenham, 15,1ix,88 (PP?)

' ‘Gyrovhaena joyi Wend...?% in. Dryad’s: Saddle, B&dgeﬂorth N,R,,
: S lo.vi. 88

Phloeopora angustifornis Baudi i in old beech Cannop,
. ‘ x.88 (JAa0)

Oxypoda induta liuls. Chepstow, 19.ix. 87 (PFW)

Anauronyx maerieli Aube [ossil remains in Roman Well,
Barnsley Park, (F.J, Osborne)

Aphodius borealis Gyli. 1 in fresh horse- dung, Hewent “Joods,
N ’ "11.1ix.85 o

Prionocyphon serricornis itull., Swept: under beech, Halley
' ‘ T Wood, 31.vii.84 (1IsC)




Agrilus sinuatus 01, Beaten off -dead hawthorn boughs:
‘ Leckhampton, 29.vii,85; Bendcomb Park,
3.viii,85; Whitoliff Park, 17,viii,85 (IoC)

Tradhys scrobiculatus Kies, 1 at ground ivy, Oaklevaood,
22,v.83 (P,Hodge)

Ampedus balteatus L. In hollow willow, Tewkespury, 19v.85 (PFW)

Procracrus tibialis Lac. Swept under pollard willow,
Hasfield llan, 3G.vi.85  (ISC).

ilalthodes guttlfe Kies, 1 flying Staple Eage Jood,
et .. . .6.vii, 86 (KNAS : .

Anoblum 1neyn otatum Lohse Old 1vy, Leokhamp?on,)22.viii;85
: . IsC) - ° .
.-

Axlnotarsus marglnalis hots. i'sﬁewt, sshehuyeh, 29,vi.85

(KNA); Hasfiald Ban, 30.vi, 85 (IoC),
Tewkesbury,.BO vii, 86 (PPU)

"Caroophilus ‘marginellus Mots. 1 on rotten pear in compost
bin, Cheltenham 6% 8L M ml

Epuraea adumbrata--Mannh, Sweeplng Dogs- Mercury; Coll1npark
Wood,:11l.viii,85 (IS€) © .

Ul:ei-otg planata L, Winchconbe, 23,vi,87 (PFW) - .
Caenoscelis subdeplanata Bris, <Under beech log, Criokley Hill,
L 14,viii.85 (IsC) :

Myrmechixenus vaporarium Guer, Swept, Cranham “oods,(lQ Ylii.
o ' ISC

Myootophagvs pooull ', 1 under:'wych elm bark, Dorvel Wood,
12,1i.84 (I®MA) ST 2

Prlonyohus melanarius. Germ. larvae in elm stump, ﬁ%rton;;
4,vii .83 and 31,vii, 84 adults emerged

- vi.1985 (JAO)

Lissodema cursor, Gyll Béaten,off hawthorn, Leckhampton,
30.vii, 85 (ISC) ‘ .

Aoaera blflexaosa Curt. 0ff dead linie branches, Leckhanpton,
< 30,vii .85 and off dead oak boughs,
Whitcliff Park, 17.viii.85 (1sC)

Fhloiotrya vaudoueri lMuls, Winchcombe, 23.v1,87 (PFV)

“Adonia variegata Gz, .. Pilning, 13.vii,75 and Eenbury 14,vii,75
(J. Muggleton), 1 in sunermarket Henloaze,
'21,1iii.,87. -

Callosobruchus 1aou1otus F, 27%emerged frori'stored chick-peas,
. Cirencester, xi.81 (XNA)




Phyllotreta diademata Foud. Under willow bark, Tewkesbury,

10.ii.88 (PFY).

Fhyvnchites longiceps Th. 4 and pair on sallcws, Hope Wood,
3.vii.8h.

Apion sicardi Desbr. 1 swept ir damp woodland, Blaisdon KK.,

30.vi.84.

Ceutorhynchus rapae Gyll., 1 orn hedge mustard, Cirencester Park,

5.v.85 (KNA).

Anthonomus bituberculatus Thom., A few Bramnton Cotterell
’ P ’

3/17.iv.T1  (R.W.J.Read).

Mecinus cellaris Germ., In Plantago maritima stems, salterns,

hust, 1ix.1910 (I.M.koper).

Leperisinus orni Fuechs, 1 swept, Watledge Wood, 12.vi.86,

Two correctionzs., Firstly Bmus hirtus ¢ when I was shown

the Bodington specimen it proved to be Ontholestes tessellatus !

Amezingly, a genuine XSnus was found soon afterwards in ths same
area by FKicholas Lenr : on a path in Hidger Wood, 9.vi.24.

Secondly, Megapenthes 1ugens : the wvague Britten record was

probably the same as the Limoniscus violaceus recorded by

L.U.Hodgkinson, a mele near Tewkesbury on 23.v.19392.

There are also a good number of interesting second
records - the first +this century for the county - which may
appear 1in a later 'Coleopterist's Newsletter".

Ccpies of '"Coleopter of Gloucestershire" can still be
obtained, for the bargain price of £3-00 including p&p, from
me at the new address below. For at Christmas this year I anm
migrating from Gloucestershire on early reftiremznt, to puarsue
entomology amidst the Cumbrian Fells, with a Dbeck, the millpond

and two acres of oak woodland on the dcorstep for a start.

D.B.Atty,
Beckhouse Mill, Smbleton,
Cockermouth, Cumbria, CA13 9TN



A NOTE ON QUEDIUS FULIGINOSUS (CRAV,) AHD Q.CURTIPENNIS BERNH.
On August 20th, 19688 I teock a large Quedius at Norton,

Worcestershire, which in tlie field appeared totally black,

including the antennae. My large series of Q.curtipennis are

in terms of their antennal colouration essentially consistent,
the basal scegnents in narticular are clear 'light tan',
1 therefore compared the llorton specimen with them,
anc¢ despite it BLeing a male lacking genitalia, conclude
that it is Q.fuliginosus on the basis of the blackened

antennce and eyea, which in profile form a more nearly
perfect arc of a circle, ' B
Q.ourtipennis is & widespread taxon which is probably

1ildly hygrophilous oecurring in damp litter in broadleaved
woodland, extending into scrubk grasslané, and like a
nuithber of species with similar preferences, extending not
only to sea level but to the coast in Western Scotland
and the Western Isles {(both species appear to be:edﬁdlly
widespread there according to Waterson et gl.);

At the moment, there is a suggestion that Q.fﬁiiginosus

may be a quite localised species in this area; more
particularly the Norton specimen was con bare -wet fen-mud,
whichk led me to think it nay bé distinct. Any comments

n this note would be v me.,
on this note woul welcome Paul Whitehead, Moor Leys,

Little Comberton, Pecrshore, Worcestershire,

Q

ATHETA LURIDIPEINIIS (Mannh.) IN A LEAF HEAP. Whilst
clearimg a year-old lecaf heap at Evesham, Wores,, in October

1988, I noticed & numbher of large Atheta, The two I collected
- proved to be A,luridipennis, a species held to have fluviatile

affinities. A proporticn of the leaves, often those of
Horway Maple, had largely registed decay, and their



interfaces were saturated with water. These conditions must

have proved acceptable or attractive to luridipennis a

species that I have not previously encountered in any man-

made accurulations of organic matter.
Paul Whitehead.

ONE OF THE PROBLEMS of larger scele distribution mapping

is that it 1is net sensitive enough to reflect small-scale

population changes. Inevitably these make themselves felt

most tangibly at ‘'site 1level',” often with dramatic clarity.

Examples from Worcestershire are :

Peranus bimaculatus (L.} : In 1988 frequent at one site

where previously poorly Kknown.

\theta triangulum (Kr.) : How rarely seen at one site

where frequent up to 1986,

Littiocharis ochracea (Gr.) : In 1985 made a welcome well-

marked resurgence at one site, where previously scarce.

Alphitophegus bifasgciatus Say) : In 1988 generally more

widespread outside, in small numbers, than in any other
year.
Some of +these changes may have been signslled by the
atypically (or is it typically ?) wet summer of 1988.

Does Lithocharis nigriceps Kr. prefer slightly drier

corditions ? I recently had 60 in a pile of damg
yellowing cypress Tfoliage.
Paul VWhitehead, Moor Leys,
Little Comberton, Pershore,

Worcestershire, WR10 3EP

PLEASE DC NQT FORXRGET TO RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTICK.
Prompt payment is

Thank vou.,.

o



FINRST CON““E 5 OF COLLOPTEROLOGY. Uurlng;the t yird
weéelk of Septenber 1989 the first Congresg of

Coleopterology will talke »nlace in Darcelona. A wide
range of subgect are likely to bhe covered. and th

‘Congress languages willLbe ungllsh French, CGerman and
Jpaniuh. For detallg nlease write to: Asociacion Luropea
de Coleovterologla Departamento,de Biologia Auninal
(Invertebrados), FPaculted de Biologia, Universidad de
Barceloha, Avda, Diagonal 645, 08028 Barcelona, Snain,

ERRCT S .. .. d.0C,

oM OCTOBE"?Sth whllst having a aulck sandwich on Zredon

Ji11, X becane aware of s01et11ng ¢olourful in a nearwpy
hedgeuotto;._01early, the coleopterist, renowned for anongst
other things, enterprise and resquroefullnessl;occasiqnal;y
has these qualities put to-the tést; ny investigation : -
revealed a batcn of 'é;rlie nags'. Although ny. embarrassment
was acute, I nevertheless "felt it my duty" to make a:
cursory iﬁ§estigation bf the natter. My attention was
rewarded by'a snall beetle that Fell frorn the pile, which

proved to be Cryptonhagus pseudodentatus Bruce. In all other

respects the beetle anneared to be entirely normal,
(Footnotes: The nags are noe buried in dense branbles for
"degradation" to be completed; For their mnap reference see

the personal column in thne next 'Private Eye'~).’ P.Whitehead.

(Editorial: I'n surprised you. noticed the beetle! J.C.)

OT¥ER 110T85: On Dotober 26tk at Broadway, Wores., whilst

moving a large bundled 01ast1c sheet, one each of Catons

fuliginosus Er., and C. n1gr1cans (ovence) fell out of it. I

concluded that deconmposing earthworns attracted them into it.
P.FW,




(W)

LONG _ SUMMER

on October 29th with the firsY% real frosts of the autumn. On

F ST, LUKE: The long run of mild weather ended

the day before, Cmall Tortoiseshell butterflies were still

flying, and I found a bug, Dicyphus errans (Wolff), on Henbane,

On 29th a rather sluggish Palomera prasina (L.) was on our

garden Dblackberries. Although warm weather did not interfere with

rge of Omalium, in the final week of Octcber

(=3}

the wusual autumn su

a wider range of beetles +than wusuzl was active, either {oraging
cr in flight, here in Vorcestershire. 1 cite the following :
Notiopnilu cerminyi Fauv, Xantholinus Jarrigei Coiff.
Bembidion preperans (Steph.) qQuedius  schatzmayri Grid

Badister sodzlis (Duft.) Larmprinodes saginatus (Gr.)
Helophorug nubilus T, Alcconota gregaria  (Er.)

Abraeus  globecsus  (Hoffh.) ileochara bilineata Gyll.
Carcinops pumilio (Er.) Trox scaber (L

Leptinus testaceus Mull, Cnthophagus coenobita (Hb.)
Xylodromus depressus (Gr. Meligethes aeneus (F.)

Stenus  fuscicornis Zr. Cryptorhagus scutellatus kw.

S. rogeri Kr. Micrambe sp.

Suniuvs  melanocephalus (r.) Anthicus  floralis (L.

Cthivs  laewviusculug Steph, Qulena melanopa (L.)

Leptacinus bathvchrus  (Gyll.) Sitona hispidulus (F.) at lignt

(1.x1.1988 after <rost Aphodius sphacelatus (Pz.) and

C. coenobita (Hb.)).

Cn October 30th, whilst clearing a hellow, hedge-row ash stump
zt Little Comberten, Worcs., I found some fragments of a blue

Chrvsolina orichalesa (Mull.,) +tucked into it by a mouse. This

is an insect hat I have not sceen at all for 14 years, but

t may favour hedgerow herbage, in this case Hadge Woundwort.

i
My 1last specimen wzs on Black Horehound. DR,

PLEACE DO NOT FCHGET TO  HENEW YOU'R  SUBSCAIPTICK  PRCMPTLY - IT
MAKES ADMILISTHATICON SO MUCH EASIhik. Thank you.

o



1988 ACCOUHNTS3

Expenditure Incore
Paper 223%-85 Subscriptions £235=-C0
Stenciis 215~89 Interest 26-99
Envelopes £16-84
Postage 214GC-963
2206-51
Surplus for
year Lhi-48
£2241-0¢ £241-G9
Zalance at 1,1.1588 2168-96
Surplus for 1983 4148
Zalance at 3.1,19839 2210-44

?¢Jd.odge

o

ANASPIS FLAVA (L.)

to Sritain, If anyone has any vellow Anagnis standing

have fourd aAnaspis flava (L) new

as costai put ta“en between Anril and June and would lite

1e to chieeck thely identity, nlease send then along with

return postage, J.Cooter, 1% Nount Crescent, BHereford,
KA 1UQ

FPIZLY il TING, PORYLAND, DORSTET, June 1989, llow fully
0 t

ails wil® he circulated to particnants in Snring.
F.Cy

e



