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8t SCOTTISZE ENTOLIOLOGIST'S FISLD MO TING will De based this

year at Tarradale House, a study centre run dy Aberdeen University

2 milies from the Nuir of Orad overlooking the Beauly Mirth.

BATES 17th - 19tk JUNE.

Charge for two nights bed and brealzfast, pacikred lunch and

Ginner will be about £26 + VAT. The Centre nust close on 19th

but anyone'wishing to stay longer in the area ought to be able

to find soniewhere fhrough the local Tourist 0ffice, Alternatively
accommodation at the Bein Eighe NNR Field Centre, Wester Ross

has been provisionally bocked for June 19th-24th - there wili be
no charge for the accomuodation here, but persons taiing part
will have to organise tl:eir own catering. | S

Full details fron: D,H.Robertson, 3 Clarenont Park, Leith,

E¢inburgh, IZI6 7Px, Details of tiie collecting areas from: Iain
licGowan, Fraser Darling House, 9 Culdathol Road, Inverness,
J.C.

a
e has broken down, a2nd for this issue I an trying the facilities
oifered by tre Hereford Community Resource Centre, SUBSCRIPTICNS
those few who have not paid are reminded, nlease do if you wish
to continue receiving the "Newsletter" -~ £2-6C to Peter Hodge,

8 Harvard Road, Ringmer, Lewes, Zast Sussex, 3ii8 5ZJ -~ thanks.



URBAN WASTEGRCUNDS, Martin Hendersoan's article in it

PN

August 1987 "Newsletter" concerning the iiportance of urban
wastegrounds for wildlife was of particular interest to the
tean ol the Coventry Wildlife Survéy {S.Lane, J,Piekarczyk,
and Dﬁﬁarren) based at the erbert Art Callery and Museun in
in city., It is remarkablc ow readily nature colonises auch
derelict ban areas, It is also distressing to sec the
faciiity with which they can be obliterated, even when their
value to wildlife can be nroved (see John QOwen's article on
age 11 oi this issue as living »proof of rural enviroaments
being destroyed - J,C.). _

Gf numerous sites surveyed within the city boundary
durihg 1986 and 1987 one o0ld industrial tipratbLongford wne
found to be particularly rich in carabid species. To the

south~east of the city at Herald Way Tip, approximately

436 species from 9 insect orders were recorded of which 3
were Red Data Book listed and 13 were of regicnal or national
irportance,

At Longzford Tin 39 carabid snecies wers recoeraed,

Aniongst tiiese were:

Caralbus nemoralis Agonup margi:atux
Cychrus caraboides L. moestum '
Platyderus ruficcllis Cligthcpus rotundatus
Hebria salina Xerostichug niger
lloticnhilus gquaticus P.pelanariuvg

Amara aulica Acunalpus meridianng
A, eurynota ' Agaphidion stierlini

A,tibialis

Y

Difrons

Sacly, tie vart of thiis site of most importance to

-

these carabids is no nore, On arriving at the site ome moruning

we were surprised and alarmed this narticular area totally
overturned and levelled, surveyors stakes alreacy set out in

nreparation for buiiding to copmence,



At.Herald Way Tin 2 »nrevious survey had found Arara
- B e

convexltscu‘a. We went on te nake nany surprising and 1nter—

estldg discoveries, Some oI the norg intercsti Colieoptera

we turnced un were:

Aﬂﬁrpulus nuncticeps " Agavnanthia. viIlosoviridescens
Metabletus foveatus urculior-rubidus
Cantkaris na’lida Lamsyris noctiluca larva)

Cryptocephalus a“reolus

We also recor;ed 9 sypecies of Odonata"6 Ort“o teia; 73

Hemiptera, including Chorosoma scnllllqgi, a species alnost

exclu31vely restricted to coastal oand dunes; 62 Dintcera of
wirich } are Rec Data Book listed; and 47 Hynenbptgrg.

This site is also scon to disappear under conoréte; tie
develoberfs econonic muscle once again having swayced decisions
in their favour, There rust be many sinilar urban sites around
tire country like this, pdssibly under threat of destruction
before tleir ecological notential can be fully realised,
Certainly many exist or have exzisted, which have never been
explored, Pernaps some of them could even have been saved:

Dean Yarren, Herbert Art Gallery 2 liuseum,Coventiry,

FURTEER ABERIATIONS IH COLZEOPTERA: In "Newsletter" No.,8 01
mentioned a2 Bembidion assimile with an abnermal right elytron.

In Decerher 1987 at the same site I recorded another assimile
with a grcssly deformed left elytroh,‘Tila was, put concisely;
infiated, as 1if air séparated the cuticle,'producing a balocn-
lie structure, tumid above and below,

The sgame gite produced a Uterostlchus ant“racinus-with the

termiral left anterior’ tarsoiiere syatu‘aue "I should welcome
2ny knowledge relating to such zbnormalities. The habitat is

srall, and the temptation is to consider a resnonse



to something "alien" in their environment. A further
surprising, perhaps genetically influenced aberration

is a population of Stenus tarsalis Lj. near Tewkesbury,

Glos., in which the @&appendicular skeliton is subject

to gross structural aberration. Nearby, Acupalpus dubius Sch.

can be found rarely, in whichk the second elytral striae
lack punctures, the presence of which, according to
Lindroth's HiIES Handbook, identifies a group of species

that includes dubius.

P. Whitehead, Moor leys, Little Comberton, Pershore,

Worcestershire, WR1O 3EP.

A NOTE ON METOZCUS  PARALOXUS  (L.). A naturalist

friend of mire 1livirg at Boldre in the ¥New Forast

discovereac a nest of Paravespula wvulgaris in her

attic this summer., On the +trap door to the attic

were the bhodies of six dead female Metoecus paradoxus

found 1£4.viii.1987). As it seems unusual to find this

o]
a
-

beetle in wasp nests built inside a roof spa
thought it worthwhile Yo bring it to readers attenticn -
parhaps others have encountered this species in similar

circumstances ?

Kernn Halstead, '"Mistletoe Cettage™, Masseys lLane,

Zast  Belére, Brockenhurst, Hampshire, SC042 7TWH,




GHAMMOPTERA RUFICOKNIS (F.) AND G. VARIEGATA (GERM.). It is
no wonder that Paul Whitehead ("Newsletter" 30, p.?%) finds

certain specimens of G. ruficornis hard to separate from

G. veriegata, using standard keys. Both Iowler and Joy

failed to realise the extent of <colour-variation in the
former very common species, which in fact presents every
gradation from the typical +to entirely deep black, including
legs and antennae (the so-called v. holomelina). However

G. variegata, besides being slightly to considerably larger

and having a 1red epex to the abdomen in +the femele, shows
a s8mall but constant structural difference in thet the second

antennal =cegment 1s shorter, being barely 1longer than broad,

&

whereas in ruficornis it 1is slightly elongate. Most specimans
of wvariegata can further be recogrised on antennal colouration,
though not as vusually given: while the basal segments are
quite black, those following gradually become reddish-brown -

a colouration apparently not found 1in ruficornis, where, if
the basal portion is black, so also is the rest., Total
melanics de occur in variegata, but very rarely. I Thave
little doubt +that Mr, Whitehead's DPershore example, if not
alsc tre other, 1is zruficornis.

£.,4.A1len, 49 Montcalm kKoad, Charlton, Lordorn, SIZ7 8JG

(Several others wrote in pointing out the ¢
C

o
haracter - thanks to those correspondents. J.C.

NEEVILE TN PIT-FALL TRAPS. While Coleopterists freguently

use pit-fall +traps to collect surface-active preditors such
as Carabids and CEtaphylinids, their wuse in collecting
Phytephegus beetles has generally been overlooked. During
recent pit-fall +trapping surveys of gressland beetles in
both north-east ZXngland and near Peterborough, (assistad

it must be acknowledged, by Dave CSheppard (NCC,



Peterborough), Mick Eyre and Steve Rushtor, many species
of weevils have been trapped, however, some irn large
numbers, The traps used were plastic cups, 9 per site,
part filled with "blue" antifreeze, and emptied at monthly
intervals from May to Cctober. Detailed anzlyses of the
catch will appear elsewhere, but the occurrence of the
following 'goodies' (at least to the auther, admittedly
not a weevil expert) may prompt other Coleopterists to
get their plastic pots 1into the ground in 1988,

ANTHRIBIDAE
Anthribus resinosus Scop.) (!) A single specimen in partly

scrubbed-over limestone grassland near Peterborough.
APIONIDAE

Apion aeneum (F.) One as above.

A. seniculus Kirby. Several in Durham limestone grasslands.

CURCULICHNIDAL

Otiorhynchus atroapterus (Dg.) Abundant in Northumberland

dune grassland.

0. ligneus (c1.) dominated the catch in an inland sand-pit
County Durham.

0. porcatus (Hb.) A single example near the coast in
Northumberland,

Trachyphloeus bifoveolatus (Beck) in sandy places in County

Purham and Northumberland.

Omizs mollinus Boh, Several from riverside meadows 1in two

widely separated sites in Northumberland.

Brachysomus echinatus (Bonsd.) Several from limestone grassland

and coastal dune-slack in both north-east counties.

Strophosomus faber (Hb.) Several in a sandy pasture in Co.

Durham.

Barynotus sguamosus Germ. In a number of rough pastures

throughout the north-east.

Tropiphorus obtusus (Bonsd.) in unmanaged grasslands in both

north-east counties,

AY

T. ‘terricola Newn.) In several sandy sites with lon
3 g

]
’

vegetation in Northumberland, sometimes with obtusus.



Cleocnus niger (Sco»,) 1In lorthurberland coastal dunes,

Alophus triguttatus (F.) thesnread, and effectively an

indicator of, unnanaged ( or at lenct unimpreved)
pastures in Ncrthumberland,

Acalles ntincides (iiarsh,) ' One frqm'bracken—overgrown

pasture {with sowe heather) in Co,durlam,

Grynus equiseti {F,) Sometiries very abundant in sandy over-

srown fields in the north-enst.

Orthochactes setiger (Zeck) 1Ia liwmestone grassland Co.,Durhas,

Rhinoncus inconsnectus (H,) In coastal wet meadows, hoih
north-eaat counties,

Orchitis cvaneus (i..) One from liwestone grassland, Co,

Durham.

‘v

A These species represent only toe tip of the iceberg

of tne aphroximately 3080 11c1v1uuuls of 75 species caught
by pitfaliing in grasslands. Evidently weevils do a lot cf
moving abcut oa the ground, but why have other workers not
caugit taem in such numbers by vnitfailing ? Cne possibility
is that beetle collectors just do not use nitfall! traps in

-

grasslana, wiere they get their weevils instead Ly sweeping

¥

,

or by grubting at roots. A furtler tlhought is that weevils
.can clinb out of most pitfall traps as easily as tiiey can
211 (or crawl ?) into them: hovever the use of undiiuted

antifrecze as a preservative in traps evidently stops this

~

unsociable behaviour!
Martin Lufi, University of Wewcastle unon Tyne
KBl 7RU

INTIASPECIFIC COPULATIOH IFM COLECFTZERA. . Roger ey (Newsletter

30, D.4) recording this phenomenon in tlie case of Cantharis

cryntica eand C,decipiens {not decinennis) sugrests that

arrarent hybrids or internmediates betiveen c1ose1y—3131eg
species, relatively often found, might be the progeny of

such irreguicr atings. My impressicn is that, while tre



latter are not cltogether infrequent, good evidence for
naturally-occurring hybrids (excent probably Letween
species so close as to be only just or doubtfully distinct)
remains almost nil, It secens likeliest that interspecific
matings are normally sferile, as we should expect, and that
wost apparent natural hybrids could te put down to variaticn,.
3ut of course this is a matter of conjecture, and only
breeding experiments will settle it,

0ddly enough, the one case of this kind I remenber

having comne across was intergeneric, between Phyllobius

arpgentatus and Polydrusus wmollis {1954, Eat. non, Mag.,

233). In that note I cite twec cther recomded instances
involving the same weevil genera, both from Fcewler and

Donisthorpe (1913) - one of Phyllcbius »nyri with D,nomonae

{novw viridiaeris), thke other of Tolyldrusus undatus with

Anicn pomwonae. Incidentally, were sueh bizar unicns as tie

latter to be M"hlessed with issue", it would surely tax
even a lively imagination to picture it!

AJrnl.rnllen,

]

<0 FRECZE CR MOT 0C RIEFZE -~ A7 ALTURNATIVE METHOD OF LCHG

TZRM STORAGE. noger Xey's note on long term storage of

frozen beetles {"Newsletter" 3C, »,10) prompts ne to
publicise more widely an alternative meticd of storage
of heetles for subscquent mounting. This was Jevised by
Colirn Welch and myself many years ago, nrior to snending
a susmer collecting in the bush in west Africa, where
freezers “Zad not been invented or at least were not readily
available in the wild.,

Our prohlem wos to nreserve large nuribers of freshly-
Ikiiled specimens in a hot, humid climate, where clothes

went mouldy over night., The method finally adonted was to



aalf f£ill plastic pill boxes with a 50-50 mixture of flake
napathalene and dried saw dust, The boxes were then filled

to the top with layers of cellulose wadding, cut into circles

to fit tightly into the box., Snecimens were Milled with ethyl
acetate at the end oif cach collecting day, and packed between

tire layers of wadding the followiné morning. One box was used ner
ner habitat, ner site or per day as anpropriate, with a

locality label put in on top of the wadling.

The saw dust and wadding absorbed excess noisture fron
the specinens rapidly, and the naphthalene nrevented mould
growtin, Then thie time cane to mount the specimens, the layers
of wadding could he carefully renoved and tre beetles
exanined in situ uncder a lens, before tie required speciwens
were carefully nicked off and relaxed by floating on water.

L - r Tr

ZJexiore leaving for Africa wve tested the Toxes in the .7,
by stacking then under a water Jrip in tlhe tronical greenhouse
of the Chelsea Physic Carden - nrobably the strancest "acid
test" ever experilenced by unsusnecting British bectles. They
cnerged with flving colours, so Hoger ey is not alcne in
naving a long back-log of sneciwens to be examined: not oaly
2o I still have a few of these pill Loxes containing West
Afriean beetles, bLut the success of the metiiod meant that I
have since used-it routinely for British (and Continental)
ccliecting, and have a succession of partly-emptied pill boxes
covering ny colliecting over the past 20 years or uore,

Furthermore, used boxes can be refilled with teetles: the
sawdust and naphthalene scem to last indefinitely. Cne note
of caution however - he careful to remecve all old specimens
before putting in rew beetles and loeality iabels, or else
there can be some very odd distribution data =25 a result!

Martin Luff,

(I have successfully usad a method very similar to this -
nrefering stout cardboard boxes no larger than 5" x 4" ~r go

znd frow abkout 1" to 3" deep. I have occasicnzaliy put scue



flake naphthalene under the bottom layer of cellulose
wadding, On occasicn I have iixed catcheg in the same box
marking the division clearly with a sheet of coloured naner
Data for each layer incluled with those layers on a slip
aind added to the 1id of tle vox., I have not XkXept such material
longer than a year preferiang to get on with the mounting
anl labelling at once, Having lived with a back-log for
wany years I decided tc collect only the material I could
deal with, My trip to Yugoslavia and the mounting of just
over 2000 beetles took evenings over about 6 wonths and
meant I chose net to do much British collectiag during that
tie, A personal nreference,
found relaxing tre material very easy by employing

shallow plastic boxes - one a Selotape box, the otler had
"Strepsils" in - Toth about 1 %" cecn, In the Hotton I put
o £olded kitchen towel, placed sufficient Leectles te k=sep
my evening occupied on tcn, soakeld the towel well with tap
water — hot starts the process a little more quickly., The 1id
vas placed on and a duplicate data slip tacked on, The whole
then nlaced on ton of the central heating/domestic water

iler at the closce of cne evening mounting session, By the
following evening the beetles were surficicntly relaxed
t

o peruit dissection (even large Ctiorhynchus and nisterids)

nut nct so relaxed that they become Dloated at their
artihrodial nmembranes, On occasion iy tire ran cut ana I
Found the Lbeetles would remain relaxed and mouild free in
the relaxing box but awey from heat for a day or two.
J.C.).



LETTER TO TEE EDITOR,

" Dear Sir,

Degtructicn of habitat at Windsor.

I refer to your corment on n.7 of tlie Mcvenber 1987
"Newsletter" reporting "various acts of vandalism" at
Windsor mentioned on a visit to Moccas Park N2 by
representatives of the Crown Zstate Agent and menmbers
of the N,C,C. Tour readers ougnt to know that:

1. I have vigited Windsor Forest and Great Park on
over a aundred occas1ons 1n the past ten years an? on
iny one of these have I conte across damage to the
environnent caused by one or more over enthusiastic

-

entomologists, damage which I in no way ccndone,

2, On practieally every visit, I have come ~cross new
darage to the environwent by agents of tiie Crown Estates,
including the feliing and sawing up or burning of nany

~ancient trees and the sawing up or burning or scores of

fallen Loughs, all of this before the recent gzles,

*3, I have informed the relevant N,C.C, avthorities

of éuch "acts of vandallsﬁ" by the Crown Estate Authorities
Authorltles on wany occasions but, with very few
.excentions, they have failed to o anything'effective;

only this we ek (Letter cated 20.xi,1987 ~ e2,) a letter

frorm the N,C.C. authorities reveals that timber narked

by the N,C.C. for r=te1t10n because of its conservation

value has been removed in "clearing un” operatl 'ns,

4, In wmy view, it is sheer hypocrisy for the behaviour
of one or nore entomclogists to e criticised in this
way either by representatives cf tlhie Crown Estate
Authorities who so blatantly o on deétroying the habitat
at Windsor or by nembers of the ﬁ.C.C; whose pathetic
failure to dc nore for conservation af windsor is =a
ratter for much shane,

Yocurs faithfully,
Professor J,A,0wen 8 ¥ingsdown Xoad,

Bnsoui, Surrey, “T17 3PU



WINDSOR FOREST ARD GREALT PARK. These notes about this

internationally renowned site nigiit serve to refresh readers

of the extrene iwportance of Jinsor Forest and Creat Parl,

According %o Batcliffe (1977, a nature Conservation
Lkeview, vol.2, p.51), "Windlsor Forest is a Grade 1 site of
315G ha naaaszed con@ércially by the Crown istate, Of this,
arsroximateiy 1200 ha consistg mainly of oak woodland or
nixed woodland in which the ozk complement will be
progressively enhanced by thinning. ‘

Lt High Standivg Hill 18 ha of unmanaged woodliand contzin
oz and overiature beech in the Dbest surviving niece of the
originnl forest ...

Sone very rare beetles are kXnown in this country only
from the Windsor and Sherwood Forests., With the destruction

of most of thre latter, species such a3 Teredus cylinlrus

and Cryntocenhalus querceti may only be able to survive at

Windsor, ‘ .

..., it is the size of the Torest as a whole .., that is
of paramount imnortance. The maintenance of tlie Lhigh
entomelceizical importance of this area depends on sufficient
oak and beeck trees being allowed to hecome overmature, dic,

and rot in situ as is the present management policy,"
e e———— - .

This might be the management policy, and here we ought
not to Soubt the words of Ratcliffe — the NCC's Chief
Scientist. Alas, it scems this policy is not ewployed!

The "Review" fails td’point cut the host of insects unique
in Britain to Vindsor; brief nention is nade of two heetles
and nothing in the eantry refered to above about the Pintera,
spiders, nseudoscorpions and other oracers.

These ave a few of the beetles either unigue to Windsor
or known fromx one or two other sites in Britain:

Stenichnus godarti (Latr.)

Euconnus nragensis (Mach.)

~

Quedius aetolicus Xrkdtz and a host of other Staphyvlinidze

Batriscdes bugueti {adnexus auct.3rit).

5, delaperti {Auhe)




Gnorimus variabilis (L.)

4Aprilus panncopicus {Piller &« Mitt.}

Lacon guercus (Hb.)

fvinedus ruficeps (Muls, & 5il,)

A, cardinalis (Sch,)

4., nigerrimnus (Lac, )

Frocraerus tikialis {Rois. % Lac.)

nggpenthes lugens (Redt,)

Lirmeoniscus violaceus (Huli.) e

-

ml%ter ferrugineus u.

e

Trizagus brevicollis (Ze¢ Zonv. )

Fucnewmis capueina Ahr,

A

Lysexyicn navale {(L.)

Cryptonhagus Ffalcozi Roubal

C. 1abiiis Ir,

Colydinu elongatum

Teredus cvlindrus (Ci.

Grammonuﬂ"a ustuliata

rj“fccqphalus guerceti Suf
is (

Tropi de ces niveirostris (¥.)
Jrvonkthorus certiealis (Fk ) )
among the Dintera Rainieria calceata {Pall,); Esilccerhals:

{ - . .
uco (Loew); Chryscpiius latus (Zeti.);
o

e are pernans tie most notabiie "Windso
in a list of 5C or miore very yvare wocalanl f
from cae cor %o ctirer Eritisi, sites,
gne anst not forget that it is the total insect/invertebrate
coynnunity tihat put Windsor head and sioulders above all otiaer

British woodiands., 1t is a uvnique site and hns in recent

o

ars

~

suffered froi "cleaning up" onerations.

T bope David Attenborough is not correct in asking (Nature

o

Conservation Ly Andrew Duck {162C)}) "Are not the conservaticnicsts
merely sentimental Canutes Vainly trying to sten tlhie tides of

nrogress ?" I think not as "progress" is not the icsue at



It sec¢nns to the casual obscrver ancd concerned
conservationist alile odd that tie situation at Windsor
zs not been resclved after many vears of negotiation by
the IICC {(mart of the area is after all an SSSI) and pressure
from individuals, One secs nanageunent nolicy apparently nct
Leing enforced; habitat destroveld to such an extent that
".. the violet click-bectle 1is now Xnown fron only a
single dead tree in Windsor Forest." (Natural World, winter
1987, page 33). Cn the other hand HRH The Prince FPhilip
President of the World Wildlife Fun2 British Naticnal Appeal,
3rd President o the World Wildlife Fund and Ranger of

Windsor Crent Pari; HRM The Prince of Wales, Patron cf the

oyal Scciety for Wature Conserva ioﬁi HRH ke Princess
Royal, Patron of the Jersey Wildlife Trust all hiave a long
active and well proven interest in nature conservation,
Why onn earth Windsor I'orest and Great Park, Crown Property,
are not show-piece Hature Heserves 13 a mystery. Certainly
theliyry importance nationally and internationally clearly
wvarrants such status, Lets hope something concrete can bve
achieved Before extinctions of vulnerable species occur.

Jd

C
eV e



2R TO THE =DITOR.. (Th

ANCTHER LETTS
il
I

A is arrived just in tine
to nake tiie Februiry issue and gives the official NCC view)

‘Dear Sir,

I am gfaetful for-thehopportunity to conmunent on the
lettér ffom Professqr Owen which he courteouSly copied to
e when writing to you. lo colecopterist Las done uore than
Professor Owen in recent years to increase our knowledge of
the bLeetle fauna at Windsor,'and at the same tine he has
given his tine ang expertise'most generously to assist NOC
staff in conserving tiis exceptional site, However, I must

take issue witl some of the points he raises in his letter,

1, Althougi I have visited Windsor on far fewer occasions
than he,.I nave sadly observed several instances of over
enthusiastic sampling of dead wood insects by entomologists,
While the damage caused to the dead wood fauna by such
investigations is small, it unfortunately gives an opportunity
to tlose 7ho are unsympathetic towards the views of field
entomologists to condem all entomologzical collecting,
ikecording the dead wood insect fduna withiout disturbing and
destroying a pronortion of the”bark, wood or associated
fungi is impdssible. However, it is possible, with care and
consideration, to minimise the damage to ancient trees or
fallen tiiber, and a little extra trouble taken at the end
of a sampling session to replace pieces of wood and bark,
will avoid an unsightly mess and encourage others
(entomologists and ncn-entomologists alike) to treat this
micro~hkabitat with respect, It is surely worthwhile for us
all to encourage such practices in future.

2. There have teen great difficulties geﬁting t:e conservation
of dead wood insects acceptecd as important, hoth at Windsor
and at many of the other key sites in Britain., I well under-
stand the sense of anger and frustration felt by many
entomologists on this issue. Caining the co-oreration and
support of those who own and manage these areas is essential,

and altiiough tliere have been many proble:xs in recent years,



there are encouraging signs of changing attitudes, For
exannle, following the great gale cf 16t Dctober 1987

the Crown Hstates have agreed to leave tle fallen timber
nariked by NCC, and despite some initial pnroblens referred

to by Professor Owen, recent experience suggests tlhat this
agreenent is now worliing well, ¥While tilere is no excuse for
past losses, the staff of NCC are deternined to conserve

the dead wood fauna at YWindsor effectively. I hope we will
centinue to receive the suppbrt of coleopterists and other
entonologists in doing tirtis, because as we have seen with the
conservation of other groups, the umore people who are prepared
to express their views and join in the efforts to change
attitudes, the greater is the chance of success, I would
sugpest that we should all work together in tryiag to
increase understanding anong non-entomologists of the needs
of dead wood insects, so that if others c¢c not share our
enthusiasm for studying these aninals, at least they will
recognise that that we seek to conserve is worth saving for

the future.

3. In my experience tie vast majority of entowslegists behave
responsibly and in accordance with the.JCCBI Cocde for
Collecting, and I an sure this will continue to be the case,
Zowvever, when lapses occur it is only fair to point them
out in a firm but reasonable nanner so that the image of
entoiclogists is not tarnished, To accuse others of
hypecerisy in this context will do no gecold for entomoloegy
or conservation,
Yours faitnfully
Dr I.F,G.McLean, Entonologist, Chief Scientist's
Team, Nature Conservancy Ccuncil, Horthninster,

Peterberough, <&l 1UA



RIS RECLABS, Awongst bectles recently shown to e by

Mrs Linda Losito were two from Muckross Park, County Herry,
Ireland, 31,vii,1985. One detexrmined by lirs Losito as

Pterostichus macdidus (I,) ancd clearly keyed out to this,

was guite markedly flat, broad ang robust. The exwnianate
sides of the pronotum were especially well narked,

aprroaching those of F,melanarius (Ill,). Is this tre

Irislh condition ?

I wvas able to determine also Sitona ononidis 3ihip,

from- the site, although I know nothing of its status in
Ireland,

F.¥.,Whiteheald,
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=T CCOLEOPTERIST!'S TTORXSESF., The next meeting will be

held at Maidstone lluseun on Saturday Arnril Sth 1988 from

2 pm until 5 nr; anyone interestecd in beetles will De
welccme to atﬁend. Fxhibits or demonstrations on any
aspect of the study of beetles will be welconed and it ig
hoped'to pay particular attention to tlhie genera Philonthus

and @uedius and weevils Hypera and Cionus.

Coilections, leys and wmicroscopes will be available
for those wishing to name their own material, but if you
are brining beetles for naniing (other than those for special
study nentioned above) then it is requested tiat you linit
txis to just three gspecies so that the few exmerts do not
have to spnend all the afternoon naming naterial for otlers,
There will be a short forxal mecting with anong tlie
points tizat must be discussed are: 'has the Vorlkshop now
gerved its purpose, or shouldé it continue in this or some

othier form ?' and, is there any requirenent for field

:
Tea will be avallable, I hope that you or any friends
-+

erested in beetles will be 2ahle to atiend,
13

gric Philp, Maidstone Museun
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IZLE MERTING 7OR 1988 -~ BIDEFORD, NCRTH DEVOH

|

3r¢ — 56t JUNE 1988, After uy note in the last issue of

tre "Coleopnterist's ﬁewsletter", guite a number of peonle
contacted we to say fhey would e interested in a field

necting in Jorth Devon tﬁis year, iHobody was enthusiastic
atout a meeting longer than a Tecizend, and the cnly one
free with the field centre was the 3rd - Gth June (with

e
ies to tlicse who s»necifically aslkeld me to avoid that

I ave L:cozeld the Halsannery Field Centre as used by tle
Heterovterists last year (grid ref, SS 456-24%4 on 0,5, shecet

180) - 2 fine old mansicn in its own grounds overlooXkin

tixe Torridge Estuary. There's lots of very rich habitaet

in the area, umcst of it, with the exception of praunton
Burrows, alricst conpletely unlmown eountry'SO‘anyﬁiiPU,
might turn up! Dablitats available include dunes; coastal
and deep valley woodlands {lots of Cead Wood), cliyf grass-—
lands, cZean streans, rivers and estuaries, and the mocrland

o a

I dxmioor and Dartnioor are witiin cecasy reach, Ve cannot

-

guarantee it, Lut the weather is usually bevter than in
unbria (it couldn't Be much worse than last years' 1),
The cost is a bit more than the Cumbria zeeting, but thre

standard of accommolation is very kigh., You con have a

O e

u,le/double roor for £17 ner night, reluced to Z15 per

nignt if you are nrenared to share 2 coeiyion roon; snall bar
and laberatory. The price includes breakfast, packel lunch
and evening neal, Last year the evening meals were so goocd
{very gemerous heirings oY excellent home ccolring - no

Cefrosted rubLish) that a separate "Coleonterist's Dianer®
will not be necessary.
N3 Devon is a long way from 1205t narts of 3ritain - it
e

night e advisable to boolr Sunday night aos well as Friday

F

and Saturlay.

-



Indications are thatv boclidng is liltely to be high, so

+

it weuld bLe advisable to boek ecarly., Please send a &5

Ceposit witl: the enclosed Dooking forn to:

Dr Roger Key (PENSONAL),
ature Conservancy Council,

Nertiminster House,

Peterborough,

FRi 1U& (tel., 0733 40345 ext, 2579)

WiasT CUMBRIAN RPIBLLD MIETI 987. Anpeal for outstanding

records,
I was intending to ineclude a full account cof the results
of 1987's West Cumhrian field mecting in titis issue, Zut oy
O

npreviouc arnmeal for cutstanding reccrds only stimuiaied two

pere pecnle to send recordas in, I rill produce o full list
in the next issue - rvegardless cf anything left outctonling.

in the meantime, I hear scne very intergeting rumours about
sone 0f tiie "goodliesg" that did turn v2 ,.....1!7

Roger ey {aciress atove).

THE BEAD LIS TOR THE MAY "NEUSLETTER" is the sccond weel

~

o1

~

Avril, Pileace send your coentribution, &,Ccoter,

b=t

S Adxian Close, Herceford, HRZ 7(3



