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- It was hoped that in this iscue the reports of the two
Fiold Keotings apoéaf. Alas, no, Doubtless the participoats
are at this very moment avidly malking .the most of the fine
'SLD"er weather as, as we 811 do, have put ofI report

N writing (one of our most ‘onerous and boring tasks) until
'owinter. A
"I have heard that t e Qadnorshlre neeting at ‘least was
_a huge guccess with an extra 30 snecies o7 Carabidae being
adled to the County 7,1st and a host of very significant
finds of species in other families as well as tie Carabidae,
I hope the promised reports will apnear in either the next
or the February 1987 issue, . o J.C,

'Anthoconus fasciatus‘i .) - a colouriiarietzg On July 11th
1986 at Chlldswickham, 7orcestershire, I collected a female
Anthocomus fasciatus with tke normaliy red central areas
of thé elytra crean passing to buf; 1atera11y. The apical .
red@ areas are sharply bicoloured crean and red,

P, F. ?hitehead Hoor Leys, Little Conmberton, lershore,.ﬁorcs.




An open verdict ? ©n June 30th 1986 at Eroadway, vorcs,,

I encountered a lielolontha melolontha (L.) ninus its

right vlng, right elytron, abdominal tergites and entire
abdomlnal contents w1th the exeeptlon of the reproductive
organs, It was belng cleancé out by the anta liyrmica rubra

(L.) which had ‘begun to remove the contents of the thorax.
Despite all this; the beetle was not only still alive, but
endeavouring to walk. In this exceptionaliy good "Ceekchafer
vear" the evidence suggested that it was disebled'prqbably
by a cat, end thus unable to esCape:the surgical atteﬁtion
of the ants. ) ~ P.F.¥., Little Comberton,

I have recently haa the rare Opportunlty to make observatlone
on the behaviour of two nutually 1nteract1ng ground beetles.
June 15th 1986 was a not sunny day, and ‘Pterestichus cupreus

L, ran ébundéntly-amongﬂt standing corn on the footslopes
of Bredon Hill at ; lmley Castle, Worcestershire.
Oﬂe "ale was carrylng a dead tipulid L13noghi1a Lerruginea

(Mg.). A second male arrived and began- to DL11 vignurnusly

‘at the fly's ‘wing. The first indiv1dua1 released its hold,

approached its rival at speed, and plnued it to the ground
anchoring it ‘between pronotum and elytra This Was repeated
three times, the righ tful owner always regalnlng a strong
'toothhold! on the fly.‘The unwelcone guest then scuttled
away with no hesitation, leaving tae fly's righful owner to
retreat with it down a soil dessication crack,.

P.F,7,, Little Conmberton.




Flights of-Fancy ? Alu”ougk I have little knowledge
of the literature that relates to flying beetles, 1

should welcome the opportunity to make a brief comment,

‘The Spring fiights of beetles are well known, often
conprising charactexristic species; but oneAWQnders to
what extent these bectles are masters of theif*own‘destiny.
For those morc oy lesc transported by terrestrially
generated warm air, there can be few advantages if they
finaliy ditch in the sea or reserv01rs '

On many Mediterranean shores one encounters a bunrestld
Capnodig tenebricosa (01,) which could Justly ke termed
obligatcrily suicidal. It is found so pefsistently“iﬁ‘the
sea - can

frde

t have narine larvae ?!11  To..gain- some under-—
standing of flying beetles it helns'tO»beCOme-éccuaihted
with, and soanehow sanple from snalil areas, In south 1
Worcestcrsﬂlve the first major flights usually cone in
theisecond haif bT.April, sone of -the species continulng
;PPQ_Qdﬁégfln some cages however, thege frights are on
na?rgw;frcuts; or possibly even in clearly defined 11nes
June 2nd 1686 weas notably st111 and humid, and a snall
area oniy oxi cne flC‘d was - 1nundated by flying Philonthus
during the a‘ternqcn.,olx or seven at & time landed on ne,
and fifty- or six ty 0“ sed in. front ‘of ny eyes, Over half -
were “F*_O"Lbug po11ta° L., but P.varius Gyli., Quedlus
schatzmayeri’ G;ld., and Q.,nitidipennis’ Stph. were . aIsof”JM'
involved. This’ coeo not of course mean-that June 2nd w111

be hailed as Natlona* Philonthus Day, because on one déy

14 days iuuer, thic same arca was visited by sriall numbers
of flying beetles never previously noted in the area, and
including several raritiés.

Conversely, one may regard Omosita that home-in with
laser-like precision to oy occasioral carrion traps, but
which are never found getting there; and Aphodius, scone
of which nust be so enbarracssed by their life-style that
they crecp fron cne cow-pat to another under cover of
night! . P.IF,¥l,, Little Couberton




An avid collector of beetles. ©On April 29th 1986‘at150w

Wood, Upton Snodsbury, Worcestershire,; it becane dp?arent
that-én&old Anodemus Gﬁooé Mou“e) iroard of hazelnuts,

acorns and havtkorn Speus dixed with the humified neartwood
~of ‘an ‘ancient (ca ?75 year o]d) oal poilard also contained
bectle fragmentg. £11 were comzinuted skeletal fraﬁnents
shecared by tae roépnts inciscrs. The following 1list is‘
based on the 1ﬁ1mhm nuuber of incdividuwals in a 1. Shg
sample: o

Carabus nonilis F,

C. nenoralis Mdil.

"¢, wviolaceus E{

Ul O W\

'DterOStAChd“ carreuo L.

$d

P. nelanarius 1131,

. Abax parallelepipedus Paid

- Calathus fuscivnes Cg.

Al N

Staphylinus:olens L.

. HicropKorus' hunator F

:Silpha-atrata L, .2

-Geotrunes stercorosus Scriba 1

. Helanotus erythropus (C?.) 1

The- fauna is tynlcally ubat of a woodland with clearlngs or
ppgn_ground nearby, but it is not the fauna of tiie ex1st1ng
_hébitat. I have only one recent sighkting of Catrabus monilis
in Worcegtershire, and altnoug ~the statgg of C.neroralis

is- curlously dlsnarate in uxbland,”in the‘region_of'thesé
findings, it is now~very ldbéliééd.

The sanple was 1solatcd in the crutch of the trunk 2m:up
and postdates the naJor eplso de of trunk decay; an age of
30- 50 years is a UOSulblxlty only, that ailows it to
prodate nodern land use practice. The identification of
Geotrupes-sized elytra has eluaed me. If anyone recognises
a micrdsculpturé of confluent small ocellations (punctured
circles)-bearing‘Icﬁg brown hairs, ané with very widely
spaced fine .striae, I should be glad to hear.

P.F.W,, Little Cowubertoen.



Four new 3iclogical Record Centre beetle Schemes. The idonks

Wood neeting saw the launch of four new beetle recording
schenies and the re-launch of another., Xeith Alexander is
teking on the Cantharoidea and Baprest01dna'_?eu1 Bynan
tue "orthoeeras“:weevils»(:“Nemorxnchidae to Apionidae);
Roger Key a hotch-potch of small families including all of
the Cieroidea and the "heteromerous" Cucujoidea (=
Mycetophagidae to Aderidae, excluding the Scraptiidae ana
Hordellidae (coward! - J.C.)); and Dave Shirt the
Scarabaeoidea, Peter Twinn has taken over the Ceranbycidae,
Introductory newsletters for all five schemes, including
soire notes on critical species, and recording cards are all
available ZIyron Brian Evershan, B,R.C., Nonks Wocd Ixperinental
Zxperinental Station, AbLots Ripton, Huntingden, PE17 2LS.
An overview of all the B.R.C. schenes for Coleoptera is
1ncluceq With this ncwsletter (au opposed to Newsletter
—'Jc)

‘Roger Key, H.C.C., Peterboro agh.

Possikle egssociation of Glischrochilus hortensis.with ants,

Has anycne else ever observed any interactiocn between

Glischrochilus hortensis and any species c¢f ant. On 20th

April, in the afternocn of the Sunday of the Monks ‘fcod
meeting, Andy oster, Xeith Alexander and nysclf were
‘gsearching for nyrinecophilus beetles in negts cof Formica
rufa in Bedford Purieus.dood. A nunber of unhealthy elns
nAd-been cut eown'by one ‘of the nests and on a nunmber of
thege curious dark rings were visible from a dlstance

On close inspecticn these proved to be 1nd1v1caals of

_C;LSC“roc“L us hortensis surrounded and ennarently belﬁg
"attended" by large nunbers of workers of F, rufa No

interchange of any substances was apparent between ants




U

“ant Leetles, OOme5individua1ﬁ being nearly "buried" in huge
0

numbers of:ants. Beetles ext;lceted nroved to be totally
unharmed, JOqlotuorve ( 9°b 'wueqbu of Ar Ltlsh Ants ) maltes no
nentiecn of Clischrochilus. Derhaps botﬁ the ants -and beetles

were xeeulng at san,laltaough none was seen.. Any suggestions ?

(Pevhaps they'd eaten it - JC) ~ R,KEY, NCC, Peterbro!

DR ZOLTAN KASZAB | As Hany readers will have heard Dr Kaszab

the aut lorlty on Lenebrlonldue died after a sudden heart

rattack at his home  on April 4th 1986. Sitting in his armchair
r

ding-a‘neWSpaper'his life ended within a minute without
fering; he had alwayé_d sired a quick painless death.

Dr Xaszab was 71. He retired as Director of the Fungarian
Watural History Museum in October 1985.
e > Z

‘ersonally ‘my contact ab were irregular, but

3

nd proupt answer was always

W)

S
no matter how irivial a fulil
fortheconing. ¥e was a 081 generous corre >spondent and I am one
teur Coledpterists to havewbenelltted ‘from such

ss to entomology will be immeasurzble.

ies will appear in the entonclogical press.

J,.0C
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6-8th June 1986. The

(Received just in time:) Radnor lleetin
el beetles abundant and

weather wagc fine, countryside marvello

C)

a2 merry and profitable time was had by all, Lots of 'gcodies'

turned up, including several new to Wal es. I an still awaiting
returns from about 25 of the 33 paticipants (hint, hint), There
should he a full account with speciés lists in the next

"Hewsletter". -. N o R.Xey, HCC, Peterborough.




