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KENT COLEOPTERISTS' WORKSH.OP 15th FEBRUARY, 1986 

The fifth annual meeting will be held at ~.AIDSTONE ~IDSEUM 

on Saturday 15th February 1986 froQ 2prn until §pm; anyone . . 
inte~ested in beetles will be welcome to attend. As usual, 

exhibits 09- any aspect of collecting and studying beetles 

will be uelcomed ·_hut the suggested theme in "ADDITIONS AND 

Al!1END£:11ElJTS TO JOY". As nost will be aware, A Practical 

Handbook of British Beetles ·by N.R.Joy published in 1932 

is.s~ill the most widely u~ed book for t~e i~e~tification 

of British Beetles, but beginners particularly have­

problems because of the large number of additional species 
. : . .. 

that have been recorded ·since then. The theme for the 

meeting should then give everybody a chance to produce. an 

exhibit, either with additional species or with problems 
using 'th~ e~i~ting k~ys. 

No ·formal meeting will be held but there will be plenty 

of time for inforcal discussion, or to name, or have 

named, any ~roblec specinens. Tea will be available. 

Eric Philp. Maidstone Museum. 

REQUEST FOR IHFORN..ATION _Guy Menendez (Dept. Pure & Applied 

Zoo~ogy,_ University of Reading, Whiteknights, PO Box 228, 

Readinid is researching the life history of Xestobium 

rufo .... villosurn and is anxious to know of the whereabouts 

oi'infested trees in order to compare the life-history 

of wild populations and those in building tir:Jbe-rs,. 

J.c. 

··, 
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EUCOr-TNUS PP..AGENSIS {MACH.) AND MI<:;ROSCYmmS MINIMUS 

(Cffi\UD.) AT STAVERTON PARR, SUFPO!JK. On June 21st, 
1985 I revisited Staverton ?ark with Charles Watt of 
DSIR, ... Auckland. During our search for· He loos caeruli:fus 
he dismembered an ancient fallen oak and later, using 

. the Tulgren funnels at the British Museum (Natural 

History) .t he extracted a nunber of Col eoptera fr_om the 
debris. Prior to his return·to New Zealand (via the 

Go~tinent) he sent me all the Staphylinoidea from his 
samples. Among the material were singl·e females of the 

.. 

very rare Scydmaenida~, Euconnus pragensis and.Microsc;r.qmus 
minimus, both of which have·sinoe been checked by P.M. 
Hammo11d • 

. E.oragehsis ·has previousl~been considered to be one ot 

the·winds~r Forest specialities. The most recent of the 
;three kriowri records being 1940. Furthermore this species 
was regarded as myrmecophilus ·.11th Lasius brunneusJ a 
species not recorded within lOOkm of Staverton (K.E.J~ 
Barrett, 1979, Provisional Atlas of the Insects of ihe_ 
Brit ish Isles, Pt·. 5, Hymeno'ptera: Forcicidae, map 33). It 
is hovever possible that it may be associated with 
another species of Lasius. ~1at seems nore likely is that 

both L.brunneus and E.pragensis require oaks of a similar 
age and state of decay. 

The second minute scydma.enid, Microscyd~us minimus, 
was previously known to British coleopterists as M.nanus, 
under ''.7h·ich nace R.A.Cro~son et al (1966 Ent .. mon • .Mag., 102: 
70-72). ·last recorded it from the Ayr. Gorge twenty. or. JnOre 

years ago. Earlier records for Scarborough, Sherwood and 
Bradfie~~ were reviewed by A.A.Allen (1969, Ent.Record,~l: 

239-246) .. 
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A list of 21 "Additions t~'the beetle fauna ofSteverton ., 

Park, Suffolk" is to.,,be p~~bli~hed "in_ Trans.Suffolk,Nat. 
Soc~ and ir!cludes one feb~le Scydtn.'oraphes·· ~parshallf 
(DeJ:lny) fron oak ieaf litter co'il~-cted. in The Thicks. 

Neuranhes·.~longatulus (Muii.: .& kun·z:~r and Steniohnus 

godarti '(tatr .• ) were fai~ly cor.1t~o .. n ·iti·.·tn.e same· sariples, 

together ~ith the ~selaphid ~~tri~~des venus~us (Reic~.) 

R~Colin ?elch~_ I.T.~., Monke.Wood, PE17 2LS 
·-·-· ,:---:~ ~ .. .. . . .. . .. ' · ... . : ' .. ,. .. . 

. ·.· ...... 
• l, - ...... ---

........... --~- ·---- .. 
' 

DOWROG cov.rrwN, · PEtffiaorill.~ittlui~---- :_~ow·;·og :c-ommon lie~; just 
. . . .. .I!( .'. . . . ~- .. • . .. • ... . . . . . . :. . 

over one ?Jile to the north-west of st.David's-at grid 

refit SM 772270, and consists of some 200 acres of lightly 
grazed COI\l)llOn wi tin extensive development of wet grass­

heath. In the north-east corner and around the river Alun 
_ and. Dowrog Pool,·:hil. ·he-rb:, ... ,m.at-s-k~and: fe-n communttie.f\1 

. ' ..., . . . ... . . ..;,. ·. ~-

are .developed. Theie are ~eveta~ ~rnali ;pools in addition 
... . . . . 

to the main one, soce permarient; some seasonal. 

The Comll'\on belongs to ~he Natidnai Trust but is 

m~naged ~Y the West Wales Trust for Naiuie· Con~ervation 
. I . ,.. • ............ ' .. 

as.a natu~e reserve. It has b~~n desi~n~te~ a SSSI by .... - . . •.. . . . .. ·. . .. 
. the NCC I and has recently been add.ed to. the·· Nature 

- . . . . . . . 

. Conservation Review ~s a Grade ·1 Heathlari~ Sit~, i.e. on . ,. . 

a par with sites such a~ Thursley and'Hankiey Commons 
( S~rrey),. an.d .. Morden B.o.g',~(D~rset) .... This recogni tiori· is 

ba~~d ~pon v.egetati~n.'al ch~~act.eristic~ but the ii'llti ted 
• : •• •• - . -- ·-· J • ••. : •• •• . 

ent6rnological work 6arriedfout to date certa~ril~ su~gests 
• o • ' • • • ~ ' ' ' ' '.:: ' I ' 

that it .is a very i~port~nt:~ite. 
' .. ~ " . . . . . . .. 

The West Wales Tru~t ~re very keen to have further 
'; . - . 

informati.on on the invertebrate _fa\.ma, part~icularly as 

. regards the implications to t~ei~ n~nagenerit woik. It is 
·,. 

··'\. 
-:~ . 
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hoped that a base can .be foun<l to ·suppert meetings in the 

a_re·~, but. in the mean tine, .. if anY;one: is 1 ikely .to be 

:visiting ~Jest Wales, <:='-nd ;rou.ld he .. interested in sampling 

the rtowr~g fa~~a, th~~.they ~hould·eontact~John Oo~~nt, 
at\tJest.Wales T.rust for Nature Conserya-tion,.? ~rk~t 

stre~t, Raverford\7est ~ .D~f-ed·, :·~~61 .. u{:F. (t~l·;, -54()~).;. and 

.. he will issue per;nits, give you details on ho'o/. to rf:ind 

the site, ca'i·.::.paridng~ 'and SUIJJ~ly maps ef the Res.erve. 

Coleoptera reported inelude J3iethesia. mui tip~n-etata 1 

Chlaenius nigric·orr:is, Pa_r_aeymnus scutellaris, Psaii1!11oeeus 

bipunctatus~ Rbantus grapi~, Cassida murraea, 

Galerucella cal"lDaPieris~is, A&_onum p_iceus •. 
-· 

E:eith Alexander, The Nati.onal.Trust,: Cir.encester;. GL7 2DE 
·' 

,,AH UNCOMMON CLERID FROM NORTH WALE3., :: .J; am.,C\lways 
..... -.·; _, .. -

willing to.a~cept invitation~ to join ~otanists on ·field 

outings as they usually see~ to be v~sit.ing loealittes 
.• 

which are new to me-and with good potent~al for new 

i:1sect record.s •. · 

On.August 21st,. 1985, I aecomp~nied two botan,-ists to 

Cwm.Llefrith, a remote area in south Caernaryonshire, 

The weather was reasonable (by 1985 standards) but_,s·oon 

after we reached 1500ft the cloud ea.me down B:nd. mi-st: and 

rain;·~nve_~oped us •.. This a·lmos.t put a sto!l. t~ inseet · 

collectin~ but .. ~he bones of. a !lead sheep att.raete.d my 

att~ntion and yeilded two specimens .of the:Cleri~ ~eetle 

Necrobia violacea ( L.) ,: There. :<').re more she~p than- people . . . . . . . 

.in Wales and plenty of bones in_ upiand grazi.ng Cl.reas but 

J have ,not coroe across this. speeies before •.. 
. t . . . . 

On .ohecking my files I find that there are very few 

records for North ~ales. In Anglesey it -.;,ras found at 

Newborough Warren NNR., 3.vi.l9~3 (n.G.Loxton), and on a 

dead gull on the dunes 8.vi.l979 (R.S.Kay). There are t~o 
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old records for Caernarvonshire; an old specimen in the 

collection. of. the National Museum. of Wales 1 Cardiff (? 

pre-war), and four we.re .taken from··;;~. .dead;,:sbe•t}p 'in the 
. . ,. . . •, . . 

Abet _ _valley near· .th~ north Wales. coast i~; <July; 1943 .. ~ ,. : . . . . . . ' ' . ',' ' ~ . 

( J.l.Hop~rt.) •. P: •. ski··cfmore and C. Johri'son ( Ent.:.G~z~ '; 20: ?.oo 
(lg69)),..give ~~ur'records. for ~e~ionethsbir~ ~nd.1n:dicate 
. . . . •. . . '• . . ; . . l .. 

that they· consider :the· species to be extremely 16cal or 

rare~ 
. .· -

On the sa~e bo11e as :fhe :(jl:erids I·. found a s :iirtgle 

· Ariacaena · "~Iobul~s. PaY:k~· ·.:~vhich. Joy·. d,~,~cribes·; as .. :'.'occurring 

. -. in s·tagna.nt \~ater" s~· its al terna:ti:ve habi t~t--· here 'seems 

riot ~~rea~o~able.;~ 
Mrs M.J-.Morgan, ~()i}ool·.:ot Animal- .Biology, U.C~N.o'®'·il'· Bangor. 

1' •• , •• 

OLD TRESS AND DEAD WOOD IN NATIONAL TRUST PARXS AND WOODS. 

An advisory paper has•recently been circulated to 

National Trust regional staff involved in the management 

of parks and woods, which outlines th
1
e col'!s,ervation. value 

of large old trees and deadwood, and· considers the 

management requireoents and- potential.ctm_:(l_ict.s-with .· 
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information, for which many thanks. The m6Te··tnformlltion 

we hav.e; the greater the recogrii t·iori of the -Nature. 

Conservation interests by the.nanagere; and so the greater 

the deg.ree o·f protection ·given~ So, piea·se-; ;send me. your 

records'. 

Any · 8'urvey work which involves· di'sttirbing dead .wood 

and collecting specimens is contrary to N .. T. Bye"":laTJts, 

. ~n,d written authority ts needed~ Pe.rrnits are dealt with 

by the releye_nf N. T. Regional Off fee,. I. hav.~ l'JJJ_!;·$·, _o.f. . ' .·~ . . . 
addresses s~o~ld yori need ihe~; 
Keith Alexa;nder, National Trust,. Spitalgate Lane, 

· Gir(mcester~ Glpuceste~shfre, GL1 2DE· (Cirenoester 

,, . •':-

1985 '"NEWSLETTER" ACCOUNTS. 

Expenditure 

i3ank fees 

Postage £105~36 

Headed paper 59-00 

Stencils, e~velope~ 
etc~, 20-61 

Duplicating 

Surplus for ye'a·r 

1.0-:-00 

£195-93 

15-77 

1211-70 

Balance at lst·January:l985 = £16-05 

Balance at 1st January 1986 = C31-82 

61818) 

Income 

Subscriptions ~211-70 

. ,.. . :; . 

• '~. • • * ; .1~ • .• 

£211-70 

?. • J. !·!odge. 
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ALEOCRAHHJAE translation from "Die :\afer hli tteleuropas" 
' . 

Freude, Harde and Lohse 1 . with sor;~e. ~a..9..4.iti.orial·nufterial 
for the British Fauna· has ·b~·~~··;roduc~~.d; by .Robert Marsh .· ; . ,. ·- ... . 

with help from Bill Ely~ . -

Anyone wanting a copy should send a ?.4.p.;.s_tamp . ..and their 

address ·to Mr R:Marsh; 1 Clifton .. Dr.ive.;;. Sprotbrough, 

Doncaster, DN5 7NJ.J, South Y?.rkshir~.· ..... ·.... . 

The translation cover the:, l<:eys· ... to T,r.ibes. .. and~. Genera 

and excludes g~neric keys·. to. ,sveci~~ ·,:t·~v:~r-•. 2)":Lpages, 

with illustr~tionsi.. Acto~ch~ris ~nd Pseudopasilia have 

been included ~o complete the key for all i{nown British 

genera., 'High~y recommended - . J .c. " 

~ . ' ' . 

Here ( (32)967429) in Little CoDbe~to~, .11ouse Martins 

regu~arly nest -nndei the f~~ia boards. of the house. It 

had ah;rays puzzled me ho·w· the faecal S;;!OS voide-d by the . ·~ . .. •· 

nestlings contained alnost exclusivei7/be.etle fragments. 

Occasionally, whoJe beetles would b~ found~ ~ut as they 

were mostly skeletal. fragnents, I decided in 1983 to 

select two sacs voided on August 13th and send them to 
'• 

Nr P.J.Osborne of the University of BirmiAgha~, who 

sup~lied the following list of beetle taxa they contained: 

Amara sp. 2 

Helophorus cf breviualDis Bedel 2 

Xantholinus linearis (01.) 

or longiventris Heer l 

Tacbinus sp. 4 

Meligethes aeneus (F.) 3 

Coccinella septempunctata L. 6 
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Propylea guatuordecimp~ac.tata (L .. ) s· .. 
J.~na t is ocella.ta ( r:, •. .) 1 

Oulewa melanona (L • .) io 
. .' 

Longitarsus Sp~ 1 

Chaetocriema 
... 

3 sp •. 

Si tona 'lepidus Gyll.. 1 

S. lineatu~ (L.J 19 
Ceuthorrhynchus floralis 1 cor1pl ete 

This is· clear 'pro'of that 1the birds are unseleetive 

samplers o.f t~e aerial fa'una in an immediate area of 

arable land usage,. and that chitinised beetle frag~ents' 

escape their digestive processes. My experience of 

Anatis. ocellata is that it_ is unc.o!!1~Jop~ po:;sibly even 
... !. . . . . . . . . ~ 

· rare-·1c)'ca1ly ~· 

I am grateful to· P. J .• Osborne for his help. A copy 

of ~hes~ firid~ngs ha~ been l?dged with the journal 
British Birds •. 

~.F.Whitehead,.I'loor Leys, Little Co~nberton,. Pershore, 

"Wo.rces tershi:te·. 

. .. 


