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UNFORTUNATELY I made an ·error on the list of name changes 

effecting Leiodes in the ·last issue,. the fol'Iowing was 

omitted: 

Lei odes nigri ta Schmidt, 1841. 
~; . 

· i:: sci ta sensu a:tict.B.r·t~', ·. ~~nsp. Reitter~ nee. Eriohson • ... :.. . . ' .. . . 
.. . . -··-· -----·- .... : -~-- . .. -.... ··- .. ··~··· 

Some confusion might, have~ ~,~s~l tea: from the incomplete list 

a~: it would appear that ~h~ .. sci ta .. ,in Kloet & Hincks has 

been synonymisedwith ovf,llis, and both are. synonyms of 

ferruginea~ Thi-s is not the case. Sorry for any<'.onf!J.sio~~ 
. ··._·. ·. ::. _ _ ; 

~-- . : J.c .. 
,· .. 

·; 

·-·.· . 

THE HAB.ITAT OF ORCHESIA- UNDULATJ\-·Kr •.. ,(V..ElANDRYIDAE) 

Having recently di:s:cov~red this· J>·eetl,e on the· c·otswollls, ·I . 

have been re.-examining . my -past encoqn t ers· · with it.·. During :the. 
• • • . • • 1 • . • • .' • • • 

last four .years. I.. h.~v,e f-oun-d, it on; ifif.te·en. occas·ions'.f" and two . . . . . - ~ . . . -

co~on featu:res .are: ,s;tri]{1D;g .• The. l~ocali ties··all coca urider. 

one of :the~. fol],ow~~g. three h,ead~ngs,:_~ _,s:~~,i~'natural: woodland,.· 
. . . • , . ' , . - • .. - -;' ,., • ; _. ~. . .. ·.. . . . , :- . - =~ . . . . I . ' . .• . .· ." . 

old parkl~nd or .else se'condary .ort:pl"antat:ion>i~ (prigin but .. ,' ' 

contfnupu,~· w~ii(_~it_~~;~-~~f ·:til~·- -~:t~:~~~~~~, ·:~~bi:t,~~: -~:;~~9•· The 'other; 
feature is :that oa~ ~s.; ·i_nvariably: ,tQe . pr.e.dpp_il!~n:t · canopy- · · ·:· :_,: 

· ... :·: : .... ·: : ;·· _: .... _:. . :· .. .. .. . !. ~ ,·: ;· .::· :"':- ·:--:·. r_·. . . ;_ ::- ., ~·· ... · . ; ·:', . · .• ·.. , . . . . • • . 

forming tree'·: - this is not t.o say that tqe .be~t;t~ .. is only 
found in dead o.ak t·i~ber. I have found. i :t be~ea th. bark on. b-irch, 

and be~ch ~lso~ ~~d David At~y 1cole~piera oi Gloucesters~ire) 
also cent ions a~h. and. spruce; but i;n each of IllY looali ties .the 

dead wood in question lay within ~ak wooilland. · 
Rather than publish these rather tentative oonolusions,I · 

thought I'd throw thee open here for cot:ltlent. Has anyone, for 
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exanple, found it in beech woodland ? It seems truly absent 

froc the Cotswold beechwoods, and I've not found it in the 

chalk beech woods of the south east. How about ash woods ? 

It·h~s ·c~rt~inly been found within ash and beech dead ticber 

within oak woodl~nd. Birch woods are another possibility. 

Keith Alexander. 

( I have fotl.nd it ·in West· Sussex be-ech woodlands a;round 

Goodwood and Arundel. Does anyone have a copy of Palo's 

·excellent treatise "Die Holz- und Rinden-!{n.fer der Stld-

und Mi ttelschwedischen Laubbitumei' - generally a good reference 

for the habits of any timber associated beetle). J.c. 

THE SPECIALIST FAUNA OF CALCAREOUS Glli\SSLANDS 

I am trying to produce a graded list of the speciRlist 

beetles of calcareous grassland - chalk, limestone and shelly 

, sands - as an aid to the comparative assessment of sites 

for nature conservation. The ~ie is to construct a list of 

specie~ which are thought to occu~ mainly on high quality 

sites, sites. which have a long and uninterupted history·of' 

traditional·ritanagement as r~ugh pasture, and which have been 

little "improved" agriculturally. Such a list \:vould prove 

invaluable in my work by providing· a.· framework for comparative ... 
assessm~nt of sites, to giv~ a reasonable basis fo~ deciding 

up6n rn~nagement priorities. S~ch ~ list waul~ also be oi great 

use to non-specialists working in nature conservation when 

confronted· by long species·lists for particular localities •. 

It would ~l~o· b~-infor~ative to pick out which species are 

restricte<:). to the li_cestone. areas, or :to the chalk downland 
. '• .•· 

of the sririih-east; or to coastal sites only, and SQ ~ring 
together the ve;r:y scattered infornatiori in the literature 
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and private notebooks on this very int;:~:r~s-~~~;g ~~s!'e~'f:)Y~-~e 

of species. Other groups of insects include limestone 

specialities 1 for example the silky wave moth {Ida.ea ~ . . ..... ~ . . . . . 

dilutaria) and Thyne Pug·(Eupithecia distinctaria) and 

the bug Macroplax press l.ey~. _Are there beetles too:.?. 

I would be grateful ~-f. .:C?.'t;h..~r Coleopterists would eriter 

the discussion; of sp~ci:es __ t_o be included; their range..:_.. 

across Britain 1 s cal(}·~l:.:-eo~s__. :grasslands; the :value. of· any 

such list, an~- __ s.o_·~ o_n• -~1_h~t:: 40 you think ? Any comrients· . -····· ·· 

no natter how brie_~_ .. 'Y..i!}.:_b~, very welcooe~:~ :,.: 

My list so far i..s: as follows: 

Calathus arnbiguus ~-­

Platyderus rufi6ollis ·· 

Amara praetermissa­

A.montivaga 

A.equestris 

Harpalus azureus 

H.sabulicola 
, . 

H.obscurus 

H.ardosiacus '·-_ :.. . ... 
.. 
..... --~-···. - .... H.punctatulus 

H.rupicola 

H.schaubergerHmus · 

H.-puncticollis 

Hornaloplia rurinola 

H.me.lleti 

H-.parallelus 

H .. dimidiatus 

H.honestus 

H.tenebrosus 

· H.attenuatus 

: ,. ... 

Licinus punctatulus 

'L.depressus 

··. Panagaeus bipustulatus 

Callistus lunatus 

Lebia cyanocephala 

Cynindis axillaris 

·Br-achinus crepitans 

Heptaulacus villosus_>. _ . ___ _ 
Aphodius-~:p:Uii:iidus 

Drilus flavescens . 

..s__: __ _ 
Meligethes brevis 

M.solidus 
;I. 



Aphanisticus pusillus 

Bruchidius cisti 
: ·. . ~ 

. ~~- .. 

Clytra laeviu~cul~ · 

Cryptocepha1us ti~~eoltis 

c. bilineatus · ·. 

c.hypochaeridis 

c ~ pricarius.,. 
•• 

Chrysolina hyperici 

c.violacea 

Galeruca tan~ceti 

Phyllotreta nodicornis· 

Aphthona atrovirens 

A.herbigrada 

Apion a.tomarium 

A.cineraceum 

A~filirostre 

A,flnvimanum 

A~internediuo 

A.ononicola 

A~ononis 

A.reflexum 

A~sedi 

A~ stolidmn 

' . . ~.:-- ~-. . ...•.. 
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·. r 
Longitarsus .ahchtis~e 

L.curtus 
........ L~e:x:oletus 

L.fowleri. 

L,nigrofasciatus 

L~obliteratus 

L.pellucidus 
· .. 

L.tabridus 

Altica pusillo. 

: Mantura natthewsi 

· :c,.resedae 

·. G,; .trimacula tus 

C. u_;n..guicularis 

Cio~us hortulan~~ 

c~longicollis 

·C,n:Lgritarsis 

· Mia_rus campanulae 

lA:. d~gorsi 

M~grcl,minis 
:::· . 

.. : . M.m:t.cros 

. .! . 

A.waltoni .. ·::. ._.. ·M• plo.ntarum 

Baris picicornis 

Brachysomus hirtus 
I 

Ceuthorhynuchs geographicus 

C~moelleri 

Otiorhynchus ligustici 

Phyllobius viridico1:11.s. 

Trachyphloeus alternans 

Tychius schneider! 

. : ~ . .•· 

On the assumption that destructive criticism is e·asier ·than 
constructive, I 1ve left a nunber of rny own "doubtfu_ls" on the 

·: ... 

list, to stimulate coonent! :· .. :·. ·• 
.. - .- -···· ... 

Keith Alexander, National Trust, Spitalgate Lane, 

Cirencester, Gloucs~, GL7 2DE 
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HOLIDAYS With the address supplied by Prof. Owen :~n ._:·.:.: 
'-

the ·last "Newslette.r" and after n. conversation with Alan 

StubGs,. I thought .it might. be a. good idea to ask. readers 

fo·r:. all::Y :i.nformation -. addresses, gooQ. places for ·-c~lle~t;i.ng~ 
wh{h~·p~rts ~f ~oo~~/c~~d~~~/beach~s/riverban~s t6 ai~· ~or, 
an<;l>in~f(i~d .J1aces not worth ·bothering with: i.f tine i.s . 

....... ;· ... ··. . .• . . 

short·.~ Such infornatTon wili be. very useful when. vi·s•iting 
• I • , 

unf~piliar areas o:t when on holiday. The idea can be 

... e:x:t~nde.d:for trips abroad·' ..:. local difficti.l ties 7 bes.t 

~easog;·best type. of ti66~~~odation, tips .for packing the 

,·" c_a:tclL eto· .. ~ 

Perhaps r; can start the ball rolling by mentioning a 
. . 

good tip I cane ac~oss when planning.a faoilt holiday in 

- FraQ..c~. The 11 Gite de France" systec is excellent for·· 

.· :eelf"_:~~-~tained self catering ( = broadly speaking rural . 

. . . ~ ... 
·cottages/houses). Ours cost £90 for two weeks in May 1981 

-- - (cf two weeks in Cornwal~ 1982 for a rather tatty cottage 
... 

-at £198 el~ctricity e~tra). It slept 5 and all gas, water 

·electric_~ ty was tncluded. Gites are a~ailable fron the 

,lfrench Tourist Office in London, but.my advice is to ~end 

-to the individual Departmental Tourist -Offices ·iri :Fra:rtce. 

·~The list you will_ ~et is far longer and prices are t;{ ·_ 

.. little cheaper. May se~ns a little early for the 

Dordogne, but in the·. nex.t Departoent s01ilth = Lot = the·re 

wns a.!l_ .'?.':l:Jundance of beet·les in the flower-rich meadow·s ,,_ . 
.... 

(10 Artthaxia in one S~eep). 
J. Coot:er ~-

. :· ... : ·~· . . . . l 

.. 
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BEETLES AT THE. .TOP OF HILLS:~_ . 
"""'"':n~~-- ... -···=----....~· ...... ~~·.·: ···--· ·~·-·--· .. -·-- ·-- ....... 

,. ·LB.st:·M.a·y ~: I q)~nt a fe\:v ... hou,::;_·s 9.!1 :.tl-i~ .tops of some 
. · ........ :. ... .. . . . . .. 

Perthsh:i .. re·· hifls far f:ror.:- a.nr fermeJ?-.~~Jng ,rru:i; 'G an(;l .. many 

··miles -from·· the nearest pub1 icj -convonie.11c._e o;·,I ~(,ls · q,ccoripanied, 

as .often, by wy sen David, who among othe:r;; things,. stops 
. . .. ! . 

me gett:i.ng_ lost. We. v:i.si ted the tops .. of B~n Law.~rs, 
:Me.all nan Te1rmachan, Ben More at Cri<'l.nlarioh, Ben Lui 

an:cLJLle.2lle .:Bu:ldhe \ E~che~ing the n0re ::b"onve~tiorie.l searching 

un~eT ston~s·; We' :.s'e·iv\~:d moss t'u:(niEg up. s()nw .· 60.0 b.ee~1es 
conp:rising 69 specte-s:o~ Th'~se :r-eade.y·s 1:i_ho ha~1e yet to sample 

· mounta:l.n :·air may··be interested :·in i·i7h'~t ~"'e ·found:. 

(* =northern specie3~. ** ~m6~i~h~~~~~cies) .. 
. .. ······ 

* Nebria ~vJlenhali 12 
. : .. : 

--___ ..... -P.·.-··--__.. .. , __ ,._._ 

* No t.~9.P.b_:i)_!lE_ .. ?:i:~.:t~ns_· 
. • ":~ 0 &1 (1.~:~ t (~-~~- . 

: ;-· ~ ·. 
, ~,a thro.b i UI?}_~enri_e 

~J. b'!~lt ta j.fJ._~-
N. g_~E_!Di~Yi_ 

· .. Lo~~.:~-~:-P-~1-~~,or_~i ~­
* Pa trobus rds.simi l :i. s ----.... -. ":··' .. -.--:..--..... --·.-· ... --· 

l 

l 

4. 
., 
' ~ 

15 
l 

Cal a thu.2_~.e J_£!?_c!.~-~-p_1~f:.~l3~ 12 

* Trich0ce}J..~!.. ... _~g_g!i-"~~u~. 2 

· . * · .9.l9.~n'.~Q.,J'ti~~Y.~ . . _1 

O. Picev.m 3 

* Acidota cranata 

.Othtus augustus~ ·-------·--· ..... :.~--· ·- . 

Q!. ~z~rp~ £,CJ?.g..i 1 us 
**Gabrius scoticus ...... -·-.-.--\ 

:§.:1Eli.~.!i:tgr-i!.Q.l us 
,Ql~,cl~~:~ us booJ?o ide.s. ·.; 

. q_;)}_::~~.:Q~ 
·:.<Q '!...2..~!· t r:; enn 1. 5 

5{ .. 1!\o] oCJ:1tnu.s 

Q •. UII\OTHl.HS 
···-------·-··-~ 

2 

12 

8 

8 

2 

3 
.16 

1 

1 

3 

4 

2 

3 
1 

** Eudectu3 whitei 2 

1 

-~"*-B:r_~o:g,Q_ru~....!'ugiperinis 1 

Anotyl.!::_1_P_~Eg?s us. 

A.tetracarinatus ____ .... ___ _ 
Stenus EI~~v:i.pennis 

§. brt!t~ii~J?.~:?-

s. impr~..§.E_~~-
s. picip§_~ 

1 

1 

1 

J. 

_TaCQZ.P2.~_£-qrys ome 1 in us 1 

J'S.£~1_2.pus eJ._ongatus 

T..~~aE_gi~l1 us 

2Yl~_f]_0_la ev ]:.n~l a 

f~!Y.1:1: ~~-.§:.__"!? 1: e vic o rn is 

BoT;~'-'Ph~}a islandica 

2 

2 

2 

1 

15 
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Alconota gregaria 1 A:ghodius ater 2 

Amischa cavifrohs 3 Jt.deEressus 3 
Liogluta.nitidiuscula 2 *A .la:Qoonum 3 

*Philh;y:gra arctica 11 A.s:Qhacelatus 2 

P.fallaciosa 3 B;y:rrhus fasciatus 10 

A theta harwoodi 1 .B.Eilula 27 

*A.• tibialis 262 H;y:Enoidus ri12arius 3 

A.h.YEnoruru 2 Dalo:Qius marginatus 1 

Ditnetrota atramentaria 1 Coccinella bierogl;y:Ehica 1 

Mniusa incrassatb. 34 Ph~todec,ta .J2allida 1 

OxY:QOda procerula 6 Lochr:ia?A .. sutu'f'al i~ 2 

**O,tirolensis 9 *Otiorpynchus arcticus· 2 

*Olnodosu~ 10 

Notaris·acridulus 1 

To beetle collectors, the tops of Scottish hills nre very 

different places froo Windsor Forest or Richmond Park. To 

many beetles, there.is .apparently little difference; 48 of the 

species which ue found at the tops of the hills are on the 

Windsor list. Of the remaining 17 species, about half nay be 

classified as northern, occurring in Britain nainly but ~idely 

in the North of England and Scotland. Only six of the 65 
species can really be considered montane, occurring rarely 

below 500m except in the extreme west of the Scottish ~ainland 

and in Orkney, Shetland and the Outer Hebrides. To give 

some idea of the relative incidence I have included in the table 

the total nuober of each species found, lumping together 

the counts for different hills becauae there were insufficient 

numbers to allow valid comparisons between sites. No doubt 

further sampling would increase the list of species and refine 

its spectrum but it would be unlikely to alter the general 

picture. 
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We hnve here yet anot-her' example of a remarkable 

o.ssenblnge of largely com,petitive species occupying, to our 

eyes, the same habitat •. -A few of the·species (perhaps 10) 

may have been carried on to the tops of hills by wind but 

most o.loost ceJ:'tainly bred on the spot •. One can only presume 

that there are oany otero-habitats in what \Ye co.ll "moss". 

Here is a project for sooeone. __ 

Ican recOilllmend looking for beetles at the tops ·of 

hills. You nre not cop1pelled to sieve moss. You can turn 
' . . . . . 

over stones or simply gather beetles running in ·the sun­

shine., as ue picked. up examples of Elaphrus lapponicus: ,: 

and Carcipus· nitens. Som~times you will be il1:_ the .:sunshine 

viith ill_ ·oeim7 shrouded ~n mist. Then Y()U ¥Jill r:eally 

feel on·:top_-p(the wo.rld, even without beetles • 

.Ji:k;·owen; 8 Kingsdown Road, Epsom, Surrey, KT17 3PU 

' . 

PLEASE let me t:now if I have not sent a copy of Michael 

Darby's "Biography" questionnaire. I now have a stock of 

these for distribution. J.Cooter. 

The. ncoleopterist Is Newsiette'r" - Secretary/Editor = ~.Cooter, 
222 Whi ttern f!ny, Here.ford,, Hk,l iQP. Treasurer,= P. J .Hopge, 

. . ; . . 
8 Ho.rv&l.rd Road; Ringner, nr Lewes, East Sussex, BN8 SHJ 
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'. 

I 

l 
' 

.! 


