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Philonthus pullus Nor. IN S.WALES David Copestake 11as· · 

asked me to correct an error in his articl~ op bee~l~a.at: 
Merthyr Mawr Warren SSSI (Newsletter No.16:5)~ For ''.P.pullus 

• ! . . .- • 

~· l76S taken a year ago n read 11 was taken by To~~ in oy~r. ao::' .· 
. years ago" (during 1898 to be Jlrecise) and ·is recort\~<\~:·:ill :·:. 

the "Coleoptera of Glamorgann (Transaction of the Ca~diff~; 
Naturalist's Society, 46;29(1913)). l'C"·';·' 

Since the publication of.David~s not~ I ~a~e discqv~red 
a good col~ny of Philonthus pullus in a damp dune slao~ a~ 
Oxwich NNR on the Gower. They were most plel'ltiful pnder · ... · 

ston~s near ~uncus tussocks but a few were o~~erved at the 
root~ of 'raas and·othe~:plants, 

., 

l ... 
COLEOPTERA FROM FAGGOTS - A POSTSCRIPT - I recently 
commented (Newsletter 14:2) that I had taken what was 
"almost certainly" a female exaC:tple of Corticaria al!'eni 
Johnson from faggots in Suffolk. I stated, however 1 that tQe 
habitat appeared atypical for that species. Subsequent 
critical examination showed that my caution apd suspicion~ 
were justified when my friend Colin Johnson deterniQed it 
as Corticaria fagi Wollaston. A note for publicatioQ is ip 

preparatio~. 

D.R.Nasl!; 
. ! .·. ·, ; · .. ~ . 

TACHYPORUS - A NEW KEY Published recently in 11 Circaea . . 
vol.2(l)"'May!J::984 pages 15-19 by Roger Booth. It relies upon 
elytral chaet~'ta:xy far nore precise than the tradi t~onal 
oharaoters ...... c~~ies oan be had froc Roger (se~d sae too) 
at Dept. ·of··Bfqlogy; University of York, YOl 5DD 
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THE NATIONAL BUTTERFLY MUSEUU SALE, OCTOBER 1983 ~ Members 

may have read in the Bulletin of. the Amateur EQtomol.ogists 1 

Society voluce q3(342):19-23 (February 1.984) observations 

on the above sale held at St.Mary 1s,. Bracber iQ October 

1983 and noted the refere~ce to British Beetles on page 21. 

This refers to lots 922 1 923 and ?24 nacely the G.R,Su~ton 

Collection of British Beetles, an4 lots 925, 926, 927 1 92~ and 

.929 comprising Dr .R.M.P.blark's Collection of Brit!sh Beetles. 

Of these Glasgow Museua purchased lots 922 anq 9~3 of ~qe 

G.R.Sutton Collection including Dytiscus, Carabus, ·Lucanus 

Prionus ~to ·and ~~terial from J.Chappell (Mancq~~t~r), 
Janson (New.Fo~est 1896), Higlett (Harringay 1907) 1 T,~~ith 

(Richcond ~ark 1897) and soue 50 specinens coliec~qq by · 
D.Uright i~ 1972. ue also purchased Dr R.M.P.Clar4'~ cpilqction. 

Since this date, duplicate~ of approxioately 130 specie~ 

froo the Clark Collection hav~·been transfered to Dqndee 
' . . ' . 

Museun. In ~ddition to the Coleoptera, .Gla$gow Muse"Q aJsq 
I • • • • ' \. 

purchased several lots of foreign Lepidoptera including Trpes, 

and the n.D.Soart· collection of British Ilymenopter~, 

If anyone knows the whereabout~ of any notebooks rel~tin~ 

to the above collections or lot 924 or can furnish piographical 

details on the collectors concerned for our Oepar~nenta~ 

records, .. I would be cost grateful. 

F.R.V/oodward, Dept. of Natural Hist.ory, Art Gallery & Museuc, 

Kelvi~grpve, Glasgou, G3 SAG 

SUBSCRIPTIONS OF 1985 ARE DUE - PLEASE SEE ENCLOSED SHEET. 

Procpt payoent i~ greatly.appreci~ted; we cannot afford to 

serid recinders. Anyone not paying by March will be deeoed 

as not wanting to continue their ~ubscription. · · 
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. COLLECTil<lG THE PARAS.ITES OF COLEOPTERA •. 

Beetles. do' not live i,n a vacuum, ttl~y interact ·.in .t;t. 

variety of ways \:;ri th .. other ~rganisns: as predator~? prer· , 

and in a iew·cas&s as parasites of other ·aninals~ Be~tles 

like all other living things also h~ve their qwn par~sitesi 

and it is with certain of t~ese parasites and their beetl~ 

hosts that these notes are conc~rned. 

As one who has a ,pa:rt:i,cular interest in the ecology_ ~f 

inseqt~, ·in.· addition to .tl)e purely taxonooic aspect; t:lJid ' · '· · 

being,~y n~~rire somewhat ~~lecti6. (ie. fond. of biiing otf 
no re than:' 1: can chew>, tt1e _co1'1'ect ton and st~dy ~f. c~rt~in 
insect parasi tea of bee.tles satisfies·, in all. those :r~~t:fpec1Js!: · 

To attenpt the study ;f tbi~~ot~l array of ~h~ p~~~~ltic . 

organises ~ttacking·beetJes 2 h~wever faspinating .th~~ Qight·:, 

be, is beyond the scope·. of th'e. individual. My own· study is 

restricted to insect ·para~ites of heetles of the Ord~~s 

Dipt~ro. and ':uyoenoptera. This too is a tal~. order~. however · 

even. the b~i~~btion of specioe~s, their careful pre~~rva~io~, 
r~9ordin~, ari~-if possible, their identification,·l~·:tn ~taelf 
a.valuable persuit in this col:lparatively little st\ufi'ed area. 

•, ,; : . . ' . . . . . 
··:' .. , · .. 

· .Sonet,hing; 1 :dre. One· t,en,th of. all. anioal species a :re·.·. 
··parasitic. !n:::c::·/3. Parasitisn ~eing· usually.d.eJ;ine~ ~~a 

relationship between two specie.s: ·where one, -the para~i te, 
obtains its s~st~n:i:mce ,;{'roLl tl~e b?dy': of. the. oth~r, . the ttost ~ 

. T~~s is not the plc.ce to got eob.roiled in pa:rn:stte/J>~·ras;tQi<l/ 
.. p~e,dator o.rgunents ;. suffice to say that the Dipt,~~~. a~d. . 

.· . . . ~ 

.. Hyn~noptera parasi~es of beetles are of the kind kp.o'wn 
. ' ' . . . . 

· ;technically as protplean paras 1 tes .( j. e. only the icna tu re 

'stag~~ are'parasitic) •. tri their adult ~tage these .insects a:re 

free living and costly ·f~~d on such substances as nectar, 

pollen or honeydew secreted by aphids and seal~ iriiects! The~e 

protolean parasites attack all stages of the beetle life-cyc~e: 

egg, larva, pupa and inago. Most are parasites of one facily 

of beetles only or a single species; others, however will 

attack not only different species but even different.orders. 

Thus, sane Hynenoptera will attaclc different species, while 

there are Tachinid flies which parasitise Lepidoptera and 

will also attaclc larvae:-of .Coleoptera, (van EJ:lden, 19'50)~ 
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The Tachinid Paradexodes will attack both the pre-pupa~ .. : 

and pupal stages of Chrysowei.id larvae, and. sona .Hym:_enql)t~:ra. 

paras(tes' of beetles· will attficir· core tha·n. one in~t~r of.· 

peetle· larvae. 

Parasites probably pl~y a part .in controlling _the :·. 

populat_iqns of certain.. beetles., such as the Chrysomelidae 1_--~. 
and they may also effect tbe _be~aviour .of certain beetles,; · 

Thus 1 it has been suggested by Crowson (1981) that t~e 

ninute Uymarid wasp Prestwichia aquati~a, which atta~ks th~ 
eggs of Dytiscid beetles, c.ould be a major factor fay~:mr:t.~g 
the nigr~to~y behaviou~ ~f b~riai~ species'of Dyttsctd. ~he~e 
Mynarids, \vhich are approximate'l.y ·lnn in -~~ngth, ~re: ·a~~atl~ 

. ' 
and swin down to the eggs, enter the egg itself and mate·· 

inside.:Up to seventy individual parasi~es.have been'reare4. 

froo a ~ingle · Dyt.iscid egg. 

Beetle parasi tea are not all the common, in the :fi.eld, 

and their collection and study is not an easy task~ IL 
,. • . • . . • . . • . • • J .. . 

_ipvolves the rearing of larg~ nunbers of l&rvae (~qlleoted 

.i~ the per-pupal instars}, also the collection pf large . . . . . . ' 

numbers.of pupae and even Cl.dult beetles, as-sooe parasi"fes 

choose the adult beetle as their "victim". Owing to the 

fact that large numb~rs of adult beetles are ~are~y_ ~ept 
alive for any length of time, such parasites are l.ittle · 

known, and" much interesting material waits those ·\~it~ \he 
. . . . . . .. . ' ' . . . . . . . . . ' • : l ' 

patience to'maintain large numbers of adult be~tles Alive ~ri 
. . . ' ' 

captiyity. in ih~ ·field, ~e~ping an eye opeq for l~ke~~ . 

parasitised in~ividual~,?larva~, pupae 6r:a~~its ~ig~~'~to~~ 
fruitful.. Parasi tised· larvae tend to. be oo~e ~lugg~sh'·-t·~an 
thei~ unp~ra~itised brethere~; al~o, a~ it is advant~~~o~~ 
to the parasite to emerge lat~r than tlie ho~t beetie·s-, .pupae 

taken )late in the' seaso~ will tend to ha"ve higher pr~porti~n 
I • " • ' ' :_ 

. of para si ti'sed individual a than those co.ll ec"ted e'~:rl ~er iri 

the· seasort~ , 

The large rmmbeq~ of larva~,. pupae and imagines. inyol ved. 

~n .th~ study of parasites. of _b~.etles. is .a. major <Ut::ficul ty •. 

Phytophagous. $pecles are obyiou.sly .the easiest to deal: "~:J,.:th. 

and may be kept in large numbers .with their food plants in 
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the cylindrical cOntainers sold for the rear~ng of Lepidoptera 

larvae, these will hold the food· pl~6ts, either ln a· 

, . contai~~i o~ ~a~~r or as rooted whole.plants in pots~ There are 

disadvantages to this .howeyer; as the parasites t4emselves 

· are so small that ihey cannot easily be locate~ in. large 

containers or nay even escape. Also.be~are sooe of the 

containers sold commercially, as the plastic used cay be 

poisonous to insects. One safe r1a terial is 11}Iylur 11 which can 
( .. . ' 

be purchased in sheets ond cut .to the requir·ed dimension~. For 
the base and lid, soall tin lids, with holes pqnched fo:r air 

can be used~ Alternative!~ ·the small tins. sold for keepiqg 

Lepidoptera larvae or ~up~e:while collecting in -tb~_fiel4 
may be very useful. ·Remember; to _eover aqy large _holes with very 
fine mesh gauze to prevent.· the escape of the tiriy parasites. 

Ideally scall plast·ic lunch 'hoxes of tpe transparent kind can 
. • • ' I 

be used, an.d. these can be exaoined nmch, more easily for 

parasites than the, larger bages'. .Pupae may be.'ke;·t ill ~n~ll 
plastic p~ll boxes, ci~ large collecting ~ubes &her~ the 

.emerging parasites ~ari more easily be seen and de~tt with! for 

c~rnivorous species t~e c~~e of.~a~v~e is much ~o:r'~~~ifft~ult •. 
. ;, 

The larvae:of carniv'orous bee~les,.are notoriouslyfinicky in 
. . . . . ; ;., : 

their diet SO· it is ad~is~hl~:~o sol!,~t as late as. pOSS~ble, 
. : '. \ •' . 

this. ,makes parasitisation· more 1 ~lrely. an.d \also obviates the 
l ' • . ~ . . 

dif.ficul ty 9:f; too·· protr~·cted a ;feeding P<::~:riod. Small aootlp.ts 
' : ' \ •. ·-··. ,l • • • 

of chopped :fly· larvae or' e:llr~~worm·~. Fill· sometime·s ,prqve 
I r, , • I . . , 

acce,ptaJ?le' o:t;herwise it· i~ (\.case o;f trial and error to 
discover the larval ·food req~ireoent~ • For cage~-, the ·lunch­

b~xes ~~ove mentidned can be used., ~r smqller piil bd~es with 

holes for air made VJi th a:. red-hot pin or needle. With adult 
·.· ·; - . 

b~etles .. r~aring is rriuch 1 ass difficult. Feeding with c-hopped 

lur~ae or earthworm about twice a week will oftep prove 

successful . ( ~uft, 197 5) • As these ·, Rav~nous Ea ters.1 (Adephaga) 

are ~irinibals ~t is necessary tb keep ihe larvae apd adults 

individually in .small containers, though care must be taken to 
. . . . 

oaintaih a balanced enyironment of temper~ture ~nd humidity • 
. ·,;. 

.~ I • ' • 
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With regard to detritu~ and c~r~ion feeders I .. haye bad 

liltle experience, but atteopts to rear parasiteJ fro~ these 
. . ! 

species would be very rewhrd:J.ng~ I would be rop~i i~ter~sted 
to hear from anyone who has reared parasites from.the~e 

. . . •' . . . 

species of beetle. Also the large aquatic groups.~ 

The identification of the beetle host will not prove 

difficult to the Coleopterist, however the identification of 
the parasites themselves is a ·different oatter. For Diptera 

· the ·;excellent volume by Colyer & Hannond (see belO'Vt) wil~ 

give at le~st .the_family, ~lso the Royal Ento~ological Society 
HandbooK·:t.o tt.te Diptera fanilies. If you live ·in ~7ales".·or· .·· 

' ~ . . 
just outside, tll:en tAr John Deeoing of the Natio~al Museun ·of 

. . 

Vlnles Depa~true.nt of Zoology would, I am sure, be happy ·t·o·· , 

identify parasitic diptera ~eared from ho.sts. The keeping;of 
' . . '. ' . . .. 

good.re.cordsof site.of ooiJection, dat~ of collec~ion and 
. . . . •' •' : . . : . .. . . 

. 'f.merg:ence. of. paras! te is. ess~ntia-1 as i.s recording :th~ · PQEft. 
. ' . . •;, . 

Such ;irlformation should be ·put on·'·a>o.~rd. and pu~ OQ the pin 

holding :parasite and host reoains~ The .pa~asites .. c·~·n he<<:-. . . . ... 

·pointed \JSing water-soluble· gun, or placed in smaJl ~ubes as 
dry specimens. Data la be 1 s · should be· plac~d inside '.·t~e ·tulle 

· : • · ' · ro ~ . • • • 

with the specimens to avoid being misplaced o~ lost~~W~t~ 
. . . 

Iiynenopterathe cas·e is even more diff~cult. There is :th~: .. _·. 

key to. the families of Hymenoptera in the R.E.S. Handbook,.·· 

Series,. put f.pr wore detail'ed dete~mination such work~ a~ the 
.. ··keys t'o Chalc_td \iJ~sps (belol<v). must be. consulted~ Speci~eqs 

.· .r • . •' 

nay be sent to the British Museum (Natural History) Department 
of Entomology, and would· no doubt be welco_me, but bear. .in mind 

.. 
specimens sent for deternidati~n might be retained by tbe 

Mu'seum. 

Td end on a co~servation note. With the collection·qf 
s~~h l~rg~ ~oounts of larvae an~ pupae, it would be 
unforgivable to allow the m~ny unparasitised individ~als to 

. die, or to relea~a tb~w hapazardly; One sho~ld ~lway~ release 
,, unwanted material baclc int~ the location from wh~nce they 

: . . 
were ccillected, in ac~ordance with-.tbe J.c.c.B.I, Code· for 
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Iris~ct .Crill~btin~~ 

References: 

Crowson, R.A~, 1981 The Biology Beetles; Ac~deoip ~ress 

Luff, M.L., 1975 "Notes on the ~iology of the De~elopcental 

Stages of N'ebria brevi eo 11 is (F. ) (Coil._, Carabidae) 

and on thei~ Parasites Phaenoserphus sp~. (Hym, 

.Proctotrupidae}; · Entomo.logist 1 s. mon. t.1ag, 111. 
';-:· 

Pecl~:·;o·~ ·et al 1964. Keys to the 'Chalcidoidea of Czechoslovalda 

Menoirs of the Entooologic~l Society of Cpnada,34, 
. • I 

Richards,o:w., 1956 Int~o~uction aria· Keys to Faoilfe~( 

' 
van Eluclen, 

Hyuenoptern . .,Jianc].boo1's · fqr· the !'dent i fiq~t ion of 

British Insects, Vol.Vl(l) Royal ~nt~sna. 

F';,I. 1950 "Dipterous Par.asfte.s ·of Coleoptera." 
'·. ' ....... , .. - ·, 

Ent. Mon. I>lag. 86. 

D.A,Edwards, 98 Cl~dien A~en~e, Heaih, Cardiff. 

ALCOHOLICS COLEOPTEROUS. 

Every ~o~ and th~n my~wif~ uakes plum and apple jelly, I 

get the sttained-pff pulp, add some sugar apd~a.pinch of yeast 
a~·d leave it for a f~w days. to start fer.!Jlentin.g·. · Tli·en · T put 

. .. . 4 . 

it out in woods in dollops'. on logs and s tuwps and return a 

fe~ days late~ to collect the beetles ~hich it h~s atttActed. 
Most have a bloq~ alcohql level .well obqve the~maxinum.· 

· re·comruended for . peoes tria,n beet 1 es, let alone .those: thari want 

to fly. 
'Altogether I have collected about 50 species by thiS means 
i~cluding some that I have not found any other way. In southern 

ar~as, for example, I have taken:in this way Tharniarea 

cinnanonea, T,hospita., ,Carpophilus :marginellus, Enurea 
guttata and Crytparcha strigata whilst ip the north Sphaerites 

glabratus, Acrulia inflat~ and Cetonia cuprea have been 

acongst those attracted. 



8 

Suspecting that nany.ottracted beetles i&bibe ~nd stagger off 
before they are caught, and wishing anyway to try out the idea 

in an area to which I could not return for some weeks, I hung 
the fermenting mass in a loose net bag above a funnel to which 

I had attached a bottle of 70% alcohol. I was not sur~ whether 

to provide a shield fron the-rain which might ~au~e the ferment 

to d:ry out or to 1 efl.:ve t!lE3:·: ferment expose.d and- i~ sk rain 
. ..~ '":_ . · .. :.. . ··-~·-···-· ....... "'' .... ,_ ... ···-" 

uadhing some into the funnel! ~v~ptually~I ~eci~ed on _the latter 

n"d set out the trap in a Speysia, pine. forest. 

Ten weeks later there w~Fe about 250 beetles in the bottle 
inclu~I~g e-~~~1)·1-es. pf Phyllo.drepa· s&.licia,- six species of Epurea 

including angustula, biguttata_and silacea, Rhizophagus parvulus 
, . : 1\. · ~·· ·.· - · • · ~I'' ··. .-, ·. ;::·~·: ... ·-~·· I • 

.... a.nd -He not icus- ·serratus~-·- ····-- ··· 

· Whether or not more readily available forms _of alcohol (out 
·of cans -and bo·ttles}-woula·--pto\re-·aa attra-ctive to beetles remains 
to be seen. Certainly there. ~re J-I~rity:_ o.f interesting . 
. . 

experinents to be-done! 

.<J.A.Qvye.ni:8:.1Ci'rigsdo.wn Road, Epl3ob, s·ur:rey, ICT17 3PU 

·.:(fiLter all that alcohol;· why not visit the toilet ? •• ~ ••• ) 

A LEWD COLLECTING TECHNIQUE - V1Y.a_tor~_e_a -~~ _plci ·pu.blic houses 
can be good call ecting grounds for La thri(,'tiidae •. Male call ectors 

-~houfd c~riai~ly follow ihe com~on graffiti instruction to 
• • •• • f 

the ar~a around the cistern and cold .- . . '. 

uri~al(sl is a gQod place for -t~e moulds 

11 L -·-h ·. t 11 . • oou. up ••••• e c s1nce 
wat~~ ptpe ·auppiying th~ 

\'_, :. . . :. ' .. - --- '; . . . ' . 

bpon.whi~h i11~s~ beetl~s feed. The windows_ and sills should be 
carefully s~rutinised aa ~ell aa the area around .and-under the 

I . , ·' ,' . 

wash basin. Muoh ha~d icrubbing ~s the order of the day in order 
to carry out ah inspe~tion without nrousipg undua iriter~st fron 

oth_er vi si tors .. A torch ~ay be needed when exa!pining behind the 

rrc' s in. dark cubicles or on the ·r1all a of such cubicles. 
A ap.ecial check ~hou{d. be made of any pub visited to see if 

there- -hao~ been any rec~n~. pi~steri~g, bec~use, as is well kpown 
the,s--e- beetles t·hri~~- o·n the -~e.w no{ilds "gio\hng on su~~-1 as yet, 

.rindried material. 

.. . ;:· .. 
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/\p~rt ··:from. I eonuoners i a.uch as Aridius bifasoiatus (Rtt.) I 
. ' l . . •'t t''t .~ ~ .• 

A. nodi fer (\itwd.), Lath'ridius. anthracinus Mi:mnh. ~·-··L~·I!seudo-

rai~~tus (Strand) and Co~tioaria eloilgata · ('Gyll.};. :~arer 
~peoie~ also:. occur;' 1 reo~ntly founq se.veral Li thostygnus . 
a~rripennis Broun (new to Derbyshi:J;·e) at the ''Jug an(i ·Glasses 11 

Hart.ington (SKI561) \1hilst Col in Johnson found c'oitio~rio. 
*':'• 

inconspicua ~oll. 

I_: pave. yet· to find· ':Liithridi us minutus ( L.) :i~- ·this ttabi tat 

although all ny specioens haye occurred ih or near old 

buildings.: This~ 'Lathridiid is, in ny experi-ence, decide.dly 

. syanthropic and uncotllion. 
. ' . 

Uarning! C6llectors of the. same sex, working in pairs can 

get sone strange knowing looks froa other custooers if they 

both suddenly get up and try to race each other to the t~ilets 

without drinking any of the liquid refreshoent just ordered. 
Suspicious loitering in the washroom can also produce hurried 

exits fron other custoners. 

(If the fanily disapproves, You ·can alriay_s ~rgue t~at. 
you have the' c1eanest hands of any- Coleo.pterist k~own .to you!) 

--n.R.Hash, 266 Colchester Road, Lewford, Essex, COil 2BU 

50RBY RECORD No 21 (1983) A JOURNAL OF Nit.TURl\.L HISTORY FOR 

THE SHEFFIELD AREA (96pp).· The high level ~:lf.nctivity by 
. . 

Coleopter~st~ in the. Sheffield area is reflecte4 b.Y the large 
nuober of papers on the subject in this Journal. 11 A 
Sup.plelllentary List of Coleoptera froo an Upla~d Pannine Valley" 

by Eric Smith updates his first list for the Alport Valley 
which appeared in the Sorby Record No.18 (1980). The total 
list now exceeds 500 species; the present worlr consists largely 

of Staphylinidae. "Beetles as Primary \7oodland Indicators - . o. 
Prelininary attempt to provide-a regional assessnent of 
primary uoodland indicator beetle species in the Sheffield 

area, with notes on Yorkshire and Derbyshire species" by 
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Steve Garland pulls together .a large aoount o':f'' inforn-~ti'cin:..: 
.. (•" 

about _these ecological indicators ~n~~inclu~e~ a.i~ble nf ·. 
proposed grndings o_f rnri ty and indi en tor . s trengthr·:-··~.~G~-dtiri~ 
Beetles (Curabidae) and ·other Qgleoptera o.n Demo1i:t._!_on ~i tes 

In Sheffieictn by Alnn La~enby dis~~sses th~ eco~ogy o~·thi~ 
interesting assenblage of species •. Original ob~~rvations of 

habitat pref~rence and broods ar~ in~luded, ·as ~re national 
' .... di~tribution maps of·Amara convexiuscula nndBrad.ycellus 

. verbnsci, 
. . . ~ 

P~blished by the Sorby Natural History Saoiety, Sheffield, 

copies are available .fron: D,Vlhiteley, 730 Ecclesnll Road, 

Sheffield, Sll 8TB at £1.25p + 35p postage. 

Slie ff i e 1 d Uius eun • 

. .... ~ 

COUTUIBUTION$ FOll THE "NEHSLETTER" ARE i\.Lr/1\YS WANTED 

any~hing you hav; io oontri~~~e would be welcone, preferably 
typed; but this is not necessn~i~roviding band-writing 

.... -
"' ···-- -... J. c. is clear. 

. .. :· 

COLEOPTERIST 1 S NEWSLETTER:.· Secretary ·& Editor = J. Cooter, 
I 

222 Whittern Way, Hereford, HRl lQP 

Trensuier =-P~J.Hodge, 8 Barvnrd Road, Ringmei, nr Lewes, 
Enst Sussex,. BNS 5HJ 

·., 
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A FURTHER NOTE ON DMHF - Ho1.11ard Mendel informs me tnat the 

crazing (wrinkling) of the sur~ace as the DwffiF drie~ out can 

be re~oved by stroking the surfa~e with a damp brush. Be also·. 

points out. tp.at the material ~ppar.ently disappears· 'qp. 
, i ... ... . . . . 

;. ;· 

exposure to ethyl acetate va·ppp;J"a 1 · prE:!'sumably· soaking ·~nto 
•: I 

the card or even subliming. 

FIFTH SCOTT·ISH ENTOMOLOGICAL UEET ING ;... The 1985 event . wi 11 

be held between June 14th and 16th· using' the F:i.~bus}l Pqin't; . . . 

Field Centre as the base. The Centre is situated on ~h~ 
. . 

we~ tern shore of Loch Tay (grid ref. 1 NN(27 )602337) ~n4 ~~· 

wi :thin easy reA9A ·of .such places as Loch Rann·och 1 ·the ~lack. 

Woqd of Ranf!<}~l\, Jl~nnoch Moor and Ben Lawers:- -·-" 

'l;'he. Centre .offt3r~ dormitory aococr:Jodatiop. in th~ form of 

four:berth.oh~~ets 1 has laboratory facilities (but ~ril'!g 

you~ own cicrg~~ope) cea1s, including packet lunch are 

provfQed and there is a licenced bar - cost '£12 per day. : 

'·Fulf de'tnils·.oan· be had.from Adam Ga~side, ·Assistant . ' -
Keeper o"f.Nritural·History, Museum & Art Gallery, Albert 

. . . . . . 
Square, Dundee 1 ·DD1· IDA. Booking should also be sent to t}\~s 

address, 
.. - ... ' 

" 

LIST OF CHRYSOl.ffiLIDAE AND CURCULI,ONOIDEA FROM CLINTS QUARRY 

WEST CUMBRIA. Clints Quarry in ·::..7est Cumbria is a disused 

limestone quarry and c~vers an at~~·rif 44 acres, It liew off 

the main A595 road between Bigrigg and Egremont and falls 

within National Grid square NYOO~l2. It has been an SSSI. 
since 1969 1 and has recently been acquired by the G.ll,mbria 

. . ~ . ' . . . . . , . . 
Trust for Nature .. ·Conserva.tion who are to mana·ge t~e whole. 

area as a Nature· Res·erve. · Since beirig abapc:top.~d in tbe late 

1920's the· quarry ·has b~e·n colonised by niarif i-tmesione-ioving · 
. . • . • .! ' . • • . . . 

plants, and a dumber of rare and local orchids are. to be. 

found in seyeral ·p~aoes~ The main habitats includ~ 1 limestone:· 

· ... 
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. . ' . ) ·,..;. . . i, .- •' . :' .. 
·:>.·: 

cliffs and boulder.s·,· ·herb rich grassland;· .sq'fub and mature. 
'1 .. . 

woodland, pools artd old spoir heaps w.i th ini1:~r.esting 
'~.· herbage. 

During the past two years I have nade a s,urvey o:f· the 

Coleoptorn of the quarry and paid particular attention to 

the Chrysonelids and ·weevils, and the foll,owlng list is the 

result of a number of trips nade between May, 1982 ~nd 

Septenber 1983 .. , · 

Chrysomelidao: 

: .. < :· .- '' 

' ... 

Cryptocephaln.s noraei (L.) Galeruca. tanaoeti (L~) 
... -t ... ~ :·:. 

Chrysolina_!?!.!l.nt:vicensis (Grav.) .bon&_it$-.!:..~us suturalis (Marsh.) 

C •. hyperici. ( Forst. ) . . CreJ!l.dadera ferruginea ( Scop. ) 
-,._ ".: '. • # :~ ' 

C.staph¥.:!:~-::.~. (L.), fh£1Coiqes fulivcornis (F.)· . 

Phaedon tu~idul us .. (Germ.) Chaetoc~ema concirina . 6,~~~sh~) 
Hydrothassa glabr~ (Hb.) .§.Ehneroderma testao~um (f.).. 
Phyllodec~:.::_~_gatissina (L~) . Apterop_oda orbiculata .(M~rsh.) 
Galerucellc lineola (F.) _Lochgaen crategi (Forst.) 

Cassida rubiginosa MUller 

Apion'iaae: 

Apion apricans Hbo 

A. card~Q .. r.'U!!_ Ki rby 

A. curtirostre Germ. 

A. ervi I\irby 

A,loti Ktrby 

A.pisi (F.) 

Curculionidae: 

OtiorhY,!!chuo porcatus (Hb.) 

o. rugifrons. (~yll.) 

Trachyphloe~s-~ifoveolatus 
Phyllobius c~icaratus (F.~ 

. P.viridiaeris (Luich. ). 

P.viridic~llis (F.) 

A,senioulus 

A. tenu~ IU rby 

A.ulicis (Forst.) 

1\. • vi c i a e ( Pk • ) 

·A.vio-laeeu~! Ki-:.:~.:t>y ·• 

Tropiphorus terricola (Newman) 

~arynotus m~~ren~ (F.f 
(Beck). Sitona anbiguuj.Gytl~·· · 

Burypeithes araneifornis (Schrank) 

Sciaphilus asperatus (Bonsd.) 

s. ht~~ralis Stph~ 

S.lepidus Gyll. 

S.lineellus· (Bonsd.) 

s. striatellus Gyll ~ · 

S.sulcifrons (Thunb~) 

§.~!!tural is Stph. 



•, ,. 

'•- •. 

13 

Hypera g;Ea tg_:r_ . (~. ) .. 
H. n_igr_!;£.Q~'tE:.~:O.. (F'c.) 
H. plan!n&!E.!!!. ( Dg. ) · · 

H. 2osti~c:l ( Gx~l.~ ) 

!!.:..P.unctn.ta (F .J 

'9idnorhinus qundri~aoul•tus (~~) 
';•.·: 

Ceu_!;b,orhynchidtus troglodytes <( F •) 

c~~-torhynch'us !ioilinhri-~s· (f'ot~t.) 
· c.auadridens ·(Pz;.) · . 
~- ···:·/·: 

It.l!!no~~us- p~ricrirpius '(L.:) . • ... ·. 

H. ~uspi£_;'L_~sn .·(Hho) 

CiQnUS SCr2_P.hillO.r~ ( :L .) 
Le i. os C!E!~ . .-9 e f .. !. e xuq ( Pz • ) 

Dorytoous -~-~gniat~~~~ (F.) 

~~haetes_ setiger (Beck) 

fhytqbiu~·quad~itub~fGUl~tus'(~.) 

1\.ntho~oovs b i ti~·bercula tus. Tho.o •. ------·-·- . ·. 
· A~d!_q_!!_lurius (L.) 

Rhynchaenus saliois (L~) 

Ran.ghus pulicnrius (Hb~ ). 

...... ··· 

, .. 
FRENCH PUBI.ICA'J.'ION ON GENUS APIOI·1 ---~--.--w·-r•..,..., ______ , __ _.._, _______ _ 

'. ': 

·., .. .. 
·'· 

· Ehret; Jeq:.: Mari e ' i 98 3-l98l! . Les Apt'ons ·de la }l(:)gion 

Bourgogne .•. (Soc. d 1 Histnire. NP;ture'll e. et· de~ 1\ois (tu .. 
Mus euo d·i ~ht ~;un 1 . An~1al es .Scient ifiq.uefJ). 

1983 Pnrt.l·pages l-50 Bull. 1 105 

1983 Part 2 pac;c:; :n--102 Bull~ 1 1~5 
1983 P~rt 3 pages ·103·-154 Bull,~ 107 

1983 Pa:t·t 4. page;:;; 155-·P.08 . Bull.) 108 

1984 Pa:rt 5 llages 209-2 ?8 Bull. , 109 

. . ~ .. : 

This is u fi~e ~art: oaries dealing 0ith 117 spect•s pf 

1\.piol! frco. the Hegiol1 · D!)urgogne ( Burgandy) ·of Franc~. Pp.rt 1 
. i . 

derils with.corp~~logy 1 biology 1 ecology and host plaqts. 

Parts 2-5 include a key to.sub-genern and species, and for each 

~pecies the~e i~ ~ sho~t description to~et~er with_ a 

distribution cap. Part 5 blso includes a five page p~blipgr~phy 

·~nd 6 plates of photographq illu~tra~~ng 72 diffe~·~t species. 
This worl;: will be of interest to British· Coleopterists as it 

deals ~ith upproxinately 78 of the species which occur in 

this country, nnd tl1e section listing all the individual h~st 

plants is pa~ticularly useful. 

Each part of the series costs 15Fr 
R. W. J. Rea.d. 
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PROPOSED-~:FtELD r:'lEE'.lHNG - Anyone interested in taking 

. ~art -iriA_6ollecting tTip to the Norfolk coast or the 
. . . ,· '. 

bi~ck? .1t ,is hopedihat access can.be obt~ined t~ 

Ministry of Def~nce land 6n the Breck, as well a~ v~~iting : 

_.scHJe of·the·o._ther sites .• Please contact Dr.A.Irw:J.n, 

be~avtci~nt __ pf Natural.aistory, Castle Mus~um, No~wic~ 1 
NRl 3JU (Lilrely tim~ = Easter/late Spring 1985). 

0 

. . 
PROPOSED·· FIELD MEETING North York~hire, Autum~ 1985. 

... : . ........... 
. · :;. ' 

.; . 

Is anyone inter~sted in taking part in a l.ong weekend (say 

up to 4 days.but with no necessity to stay the full length 

of ti~e) field ~eeting in the North Yorksh~~e 11oors next 
' 

autumn ? A date will be sorted out later, but possibilities 

are September 12-16th'(including Friday 13th!); 19-23rd 

or 26-29th. An informal dinner will be arranged for the 

Satrt~day evehing. If interested bdntact: R~ger K~~~ 

Invertebrate Sites .. Register, Nature Conservancy. Council, 

Northrninster House, Peterborough, · PEl 1 Ul\ (tel., 0733~40345) 
' ' . . ' 

There are a nunber of field centres in the Vlhi tby/Scarborough/ 
. . 

Pickering area and I hope that residential accornodation c~~ 

be arranged with at least sooe laboratory facilit~e~ at not 

too great a cost - a ful1 arinoun~ecent will be made in the 

next "Neusletter". 

This part of Yorkshire has proved entooologically very fruit­

ful in the past ~ there are sone nice old woodlanas, rich 

freshwater habitats and the coastline is particular!~ of note, 

reaily-one is spoilt for choic~. Th~ boleoptera Qf t~e area 

was well ·docunented in the 1950's by G.B.Walsh in "The Natural 

History of Scarborough District" ~roduced by the Sc~rbbrough 

Field Naturalist's Society. 

Roger Key. 

... ". ' 



NATURE 

until Nov 12 1984 
19/20 Belgrave Square 
LONDON 
SW1X BPY 

Tel 01-235-3241 

CONSERVANCY 

THE INVERTEBRATE SITE 

COUNCJ:L 

after Nov 12 ±984 
Northminster House 

North·Minster 
Peterborough 

PE 1 lUA 
0733-40345 

REGISTER 

The Nature Conservancy Council is developing an Invertebrate Site 
Register~ the object of which is to compile an inventory of sites of 
importance to the·conservation of insects and other invertebrates covering 
all freshwater and terrestrial habitats in England~ Scotland and Wales. 

Its aim is to bring invertebrates into the "mainstream" of conservation so 
that sites of importance are recognised and measures to safeguard and 
maintain the invertebrate interest are given equal weight with other 
biological interests. 

ORGANISATION 
The register is organised by the Nature Conservancy Council~ a body set up 
and funded by parliament to promote and advise on nature conservation. The 
N.C.C. works closely with many voluntary organisations~ including th~ 
County Trusts for Nature Conservation. 

The development of the Site Register is being directed b~ invertebrate 
specialists in the Cheif Scientist"s Team of N.C.C. which will be based at 
Peterborough as from mid-November 1984. Alan Stubbs and Ian McLean are 
particularly concerned with the terrestrial fauna and Margaret Palmer with 
freshwater invertebrates. They will be working closely with N.C.C.'s 
regional and other scientific staff, several of whom are entomologists. 
The· day to day running of the Register is the responsibility of 
entomologists working on contract, also based in Peterborough. 

After a period of four years we are approaching the half way stage in 
gaining the national picture. It has taken so long because the support 
from entomologists, arachnologists; conchologists etc. has been so good 
this is very welcome since t~le task can there·fore be done properly. We 
are still receiving additional information for areas and species groups 
already covered - please maintain this flow of information which enables. 
us substantially to update and improve on the recognition and evaluation 
of good sites. 

We are developing a clbse relationship with other 
conservation projects on invertebrates. The Site 
complemeAtary to the recording schemes operating through 
Records Centre at Monl::s l•Jood and local museums, and also 
Insect Red Data Book <completion date December 1984). 

WHY SUCH A SCHEME IS IMPORTANT TO YOU 

recording and 
Register i= 

the Biological 
relates to the 

It is readily apparent in most regions of Britain that the pressures for 
the destruction of habitat in. the countryside are reaching a critical 
point. The decisions we make now for conservation have a high degree o·F 
finality and it is therefore absolutely essential that invertebratE 
information and the views of invertebrate biologists are made available to 
decision makers wl1ile options still remain. There is no such thing as a 
"safe" site since, even on reserves and protected areas, there is a need 
to influence conservation management decisions in favour of invertebrates. 

The greatest danger of all arises through not knowing of the site 
first place 

in the 



HOW TO CONTRIBUTE 
We would like to hear of sites which you 
entomological value or of interest for other 
specialist you may knovJ whether the fauna 
national significance. If not a specialist 
sites with good potential~ then we shall be 
further assessment can be considered. 

personally know to be of 
invertebrates. If you are ~ 

on a site has a local or 
but you feel that you know of 
glad of your views so that 

Essentially we are looking for:-
a. sites with exceptional richness in terms of number~ of s~~cies 

b. sites with nationally or locally uncomon species or 
concentration of localised species 

a particular 

c. unusual combinations of habitat or unusual foodplants 

d. sites of geographical signicance where notable species are 
particularly abundant or lie on the edge of their range etc. 

e. habitats of invertebrate value where you feel 
recognised by the conservation movement 

these are not 

It would be helpful if you would supply information on the standard forms. 
These are designed to assist the contributor to include all the relevant 
information and to ease subsequent handling of the data on our part. A 
sketch map, however crude, is invaluable in pin-pointing the areas of 
importance within a site and the grid reference box should preferably 
include a six figure reference for the centre of the site. 

A short list of important species will be useful or, if it is a site with 
a high diversity of a small group (e.g. butterflies or dragonflies) then a 
list of resident breeding species is obviously of value. Plea~e note that 
it not essential to include full species lists since we recognise that to 
compile such lists is time consuming and is more properly the function of 
the B.R.C. schemes. If you can supply such lists easily, however~ then 
fair enough .please do, but it is then important to indicate which species 
you ~egard as significant. It would also be helpful to know if you have 
already se~f species data for the site to the B.R.C. so that we do not ask 
you to duplicate effort. 

We would much prefer an early response with brief details than await the 
rainy day when·you might find time· to include fuller information. The 
first essential is to know of the site and of your knowledge of the site. 

As a related issue, we would be interested to hear news of species 
declines, habitat loss or mismanagement of sites factual information 
which helps to quantify the problems faced by invertebrate conservation. 
<Please, however, don't send in long screeds on general or theoretical 
conservation issues, we h~ve little enough time to work on the register!) 

Lastly, ~ay we also ask that you write in black biro or pen as red~ 
and pencil do not usually photocopy well. 

CONFIDENTIALITY 

bluE' 

Unless you request other1--1i se, using the "confident i a 1 it y" bo:-:es on thr­
l.S.R. form, we shall assume that your information can be made availble to 
County Wildlife Trusts and other responsible conservation organisations 
where appropriate, as well as to the Biological Records Centre. This will 
help to ensure that the conservation bodies do take your information 
seriously. We must emphasize, however, that we fully accept that certain 
types of information should be kept confidential and that your owr 
specified requirements will be respected. 

Alan Stubbs 
Chief Scientist's Team 
Nature Conservancy Council 

Northminster House 
Pe.terborough 

PE1 1 UA 
Tel: 0733 40345 

"lnvPmhr.;>r 1984 



THE INVERTEBRATE SITE REGISTER - A PLEA FOR INFORMATION 
FROM COLEOPTERISTB 

All entomologists must be aware of the alarmino rate of decline of many 
species of insects and the appalling loss of h~bitat that seems ever to 
be accelerating. You only have to look at back numbers of this 
newsletter to find articles observing the increas~ng rareness or 
complete disappearence of various beetle species. Janathan Caoter's 
article in issue number 5 <Aug '81) really sum.ned up what inse·=t 
collecting is getting to be like in parts of this coantrv "On 
returning (from France) a great sadness befell - the u~bells s~pported 
only a few drab flies~ sweeping produced rothing more alarming than 
tennis elboN and searching dead ti~ber produced only the usual species" 
" •.• surel~ I dl» not i.wagininy this la•.-:k of insects- have you noticed it 
too?" ... have you? 

Most of you will have! by now, heard of and, hopefullv, may 
contibuted to the Nature Conservancv Council"s Invertebrate 
Register <ISR> run by Alan Stubbs and !an McLean. For those of you 
have not, enclosed with this newsletter 1s an overview of the 
together with a sample ISR form to stimulate you into activity 
can be sent on.demand. 

ha'le 
Site 

1·1h0 

ISR 
more 

The aim is to get insects <and other invertebrates tool the recognition 
they deserve in national conservation by letting the N.C.C. people on 
the ground - the Assistant Regional Officers <AROs) know what are the 
best invert. sites in their areas, why the~ are important and what must 
be done to keep them so. We do this by way of county reports of all the 
sites that we can find out a.bout in .0\ particular ARO's "patch" and 
include information on all, not just the very best sites <n.b. these 
reparts cannot, I'm afraid, be made generally available to c6Atributors 
-they often contain information given in confidence, but we will 1n 
future try to keep contributors posted on the state of the ISR by an 
occaisional newsletter). 

Quite a number of counties have already been covered - most of Southern 
and Weste~n England, Wales and Scotland and masses more information is 
building up on these areas ready for the ISR update of them as time a.nd 
resources become available- so please continue to contribute wherever 
you study. Current concentr-3tion is on the North of England a.nd 
Cheshire~ for I·Jhich I have been taken on for three '/ears. 

With only a few staff and very limited resources, we rely on voluntsry 
contributions of information from amateur and professional entomologists 
alike to tell us of their inver-tebrate hunting grour-,ds. Can you help? 
We are, after all~ in the business of keeping those hunting grounds for 
present and future entomol6~ists. 

I hope that you can. If you have not contr-ibuted before, PLEASE do ·so 
now- your own particular information may not be very great but will add 
up with the contributions from other entomologists to identify important 
areas. If you already ha~e contributed no doubt you will have discovered 
other i nf or mat ion or ne1-1 sites si nee vou 1-ler-e 1 ast in touch 1·1e can 
always supplv more ISR forms. 

For a number of really rare species <the Insect Red Data 
large section on Coleoptera and should be out very soon) 

Book r,-=.s a. 
or habit.?,ts, 

the end may well be nigt1 <remember the large blue butterfly) 
information that we h~ve 1 the better case can be put 
conservation of invertebrate sites. 

Please get in touch. 

Roger Ki!y Invertebrate Site Register, f'Jatur-c: C.or,servancy Counci 1, 
Northminster House, North Minster, PETERBOROUGH, PEI lUA. 
Tel 0733-40345 

mor-e 
the 



SITE NAME GRID REFERENCE 
NATURE CONSERVANCY COUNCn. 

INVERTEBRATE 1111111 
DATE OR PERIOD OF VISITS MODERN COUNTY 

SITE 

REGISTER RECORDER ALTITUDE M. 

Site Status Sketch Map (showing .main areas of invertebrate interest) 

National N at. Res. 
RSPB Reserve 
.County Trust Res. 
SSSI 
Local Authority 
Common Land 
Forestry Commission 
Min.of Defence 
National Trust 
Privqte Owner 
Other, please state 

Confidentiality 

At discretion of NCC 
Consult recorder 

-----
__;,.. 

------

B 
Site Description (habitats of interest) 

Main Invertebrate Interest 

General Comments (Site importance, conservation problems etc) 

(Please use back of sheet for further details - eg species lists, literature ref. etc) 
Office use 


